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PREFACE,

The following work was originally intended as a continuation of

* The Christian Spectator Two years in Ohio, &c.,&quot; but the writer

being under the necessity of travelling to dispose of his own publica

tions, has thought proper to publish it as a separate work. For,

under such circumstances, a large work would be too burdensome to

carry, and in many instances too expensive for some people who could

purchase one in a smaller size. Hence he has been under an obliga

tion to give it a different title, that he qay sell the two either separately

or both bound together, as may suit the ability or pleasure of the reader.

The work contains a series of circumstances and reflections, written

on a journey through the State of New York during the space of about

four years.

But such a work has been encountered only by many difficulties.

For, First, to write a work on travel without any dwelling place, must

require much care it must be executed under many inconveniences,

require many sittings and great perseverance. Secondly : the number

of books already in circulation, and the thousands of periodicals teeming
from the press weekly, make it difficult for a person to sell a suf

ficient number to pay him for his labor. Many have said,
&quot; We

have no money;&quot; and others have been so pestered with papers that

they have not had patience to be spoken to on the subject. Thirdly :

the unprincipled practice of many who print other men s works, get

subscribers at one, two or three dollars per volume, and afterwards sell

them at auction at one-third or fourth part of the original price. De

ceptions of this kind by many people, have not only given much dis

satisfaction, but have probably, and very justly, extorted the expression,
&quot; There is too much speculation :&quot; and at the same time, by such a

dishonorable way of trading, they have greatly injured people who
want a moderate remuneration for their labors. But there is no great

speculation in a person s writing and selling his own works. This is a

work of too much labor for most writers. In all such instances if the

work is good, the laborer is worthy of his hire.
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IV PREFACE.

Lastly, let it be observed, (amidst the thousands of books already

published,) that every work which contains the truth, is still and will

always be useful. New works are wanted to put into the hands of peo

ple instead of old ones to engage the attention of unemployed indi

viduals who want them, or some others for amusement : and, as the

salt of the earth, they are necessary to counteract the influence of

many others, printed only to do evil.

New York, September 21, 1839.



THE

EUROPEAN STRANGER IN AMERICA.

The dispensations of Providence towards individuals diver

sified.
The Publisher s obligation to travel, and departure

from Ohio. Arrival, and prints a work at Buffalo. Re
sides at through the winter. To do good amidst

the different professions, sects,f01 ms of worship &amp;lt;f*c.,
re

quires more than mortal power. But the citizen s and

stranger s call are different.

LE ROY, March 7, 1837.

The dispensations of Providence towards individuals of

the human family are, in some respects, as various as men
are numerous. Hence we see some men located to one spot
while others are called to sail from port to port, or from na

tion to nation. The European leaves his native counfry to

sojourn in a strange land the New England citizen sells off

and emigrates to a western territory the mechanic is em

ployed in the curious arts of brass and other rnetals the

machinist is endowed with a talent of invention for transpor
tation

;
and while the husbandman is cultivating his farm,

and some men have their hands full of earthly blessings,
others are obliged to travel by kind or by water to procure,

day by day, the necessaries of life.

Being under what I call a providential necessity to do

something, in April, 1835, I left the western part of the

country to travel to the east. In a short time \ arrived at

Cleveland
;
and finding some difficulty in getting my trunk

sent after me, I was tempted to hazard my life on the lake at

that early period ;
a period riot only when the lake was

rough and the weather stormy, but before the large boats had

begun to run but after an unpleasant journey, by the bless

ing of God, I arrived in safety at Erie. This was a hundred

miles, and half way to Buffalo
;
and there being no passage

any further for the ice, I set forward by land. I was glad to

set my feet on shore in safety ;
and blessed be God that the

boisterous winds did not send rne further adrift on the mighty
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waters, nor the devouring waves bury me in their unfathom
able depths, as in the bottom of the 3ea.

After arriving at Buffalo, I hastened to get the work print
ed I had been improving during the winter. And after get

ting that completed, I canvassed the country in my way till,

in summer, I arrived at Newark. At this place I wrote to

Ohio for my things ; and remained there and about the

neighborhood during the next winter. 1 was at this place
when the deep snow fell, about January 8, 1S36, and where

my things remained till about November, 1837, I removed
to Syracuse. How life, as well as the season, is divided into

different stages ! and what a variety of scenes and troubles,
unknown in the morning of our days, we are called to pass

through ! Some have almost an unclouded day of prospe

rity, but others almost an uninterrupted train of adversities

and afflictions ! Some are confined to one spot or village,
while others are called to traverse a great part of the globe
without any stationary place of abode. Some have riches

but cannot enjoy them, and others have poverty, misfortunes

and afflictions, which prevent them eating with pleasure.
Hence I remained at Newark the first winter after leaving

Ohio ; and it was probably on May 17, (1836) when I left

that village to take my summer s journey : on which excur
sion I was gone about seventeen or eighteen weeks. And,

truly, had I strength had I also a heart disposed and a mind

capable of it, 1 have had many opportunities of speaking a

word, and leaving some mark of devotion in many a solitary

place. But, alas ! I have not sufficient grace to make
&quot;Jesus ail the day long my joy and my song;&quot;

I have not

strength and patience to endure the toils and labors of my
employment. My strength is exhausted in trying to procure
the common comforts of life in creeping along through the

day, and finding a recess when the shadows encircle me.

Merciful God, assist me ! Hast thou not promised every

thing that is necessary for my wants ? Didst thou not mer

cifully deliver thy people from oppression in the land of

Egypt ? And dost thou not set apart the man that is godly
for thyself? Hast thou not promised that the meek shall in

herit the earth, and that their bread and water shall be given
them equally as well as if tbey were ever so solicitous or

anxiously careful ? O, be mindful of thy* promise, and save

me from oppression, anxiety and want ! Blessed be thy holy
came for past mercies, and for thy word of promise for future

blessings, and let all the nations say Amen.
But to do good in this age of profession, wants not only

strength and patience, but more than the wisdom of Solomon,
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to discover where religion is enjoyed and where it is not
;

and whejfc
this discovery is made, it wants more than the

power 01 mortal man to arouse sinners and formalists out of

their slumbers and stupidity! What is the state of your
mind, reader ? Stand still for a moment and consider en

quire and examine thyself whether thou art not dead in tres

passes and sina. Look to thyself, professor, and ask, whether

thou hast not a name to live while thou art dead ? Do you

enjoy a knowledge ofsalvation by the remission of your sins ?

Have you the full assurance of faith so that Christ is formed

&quot;within you? The number of professors and members of

different churches who sit in time of prayer in public wor

ship, and others who neglect to bow their knees at rising up
and going to bed, or with their head at family devotion and

the different modes of worship by so many denominations

and people, who say this is a free country, and every man
may do what he has a mind to, makes it difficult to tell where

piety is to be found and where it is not. But can any people
be pious or devoutly engaged in religious service, who refuse

to kneel before the Lord their Maker ? Here, perhaps, is a

man who attends to family devotion, and his wife and some
of his household make the same pretensions to experimental

religion, and yet they sit at ease as if they were unconcerned
in the matter. And considering the number who pretend to

keep Saturday night as part of the Sabbath, and be^in to knit

or sew as soon as the sun is down on Sunday the sect who

pretend to keep the seventh day (Saturday) as the proper
day for the Sabbath the Society of Friends, who can dis

pense with preaching, baptism, and the sacrament some

perfqctionists, who say that they have found Christian liberty,
can pray always, and are no: under obligation to any public
or private acts of devotion whatever the new measure men,
who declare that a change of purpose is conversion and re

generation the Shakers, who make dancing a part of their

public devotion and the Universalists, to mention no rrore,

who say that there is no place of future punishment, which

gives unprincipled men boldness to work in the fields on the

Sabbath, and yet pretend that they are of a religious order
as well as other people such a promiscuous mixture of good
and evil, I would say, is rather confusing to many serious

characters, and equally difficult to others to know how to dis

tinguish between the precious-and the vile. Opposition and

diversity, in some instances, arise from the present disor

dered stale of things, and in themselves are evil : in some
others they are from God, and, under his wise control, are at

tended with good. In some instances, opDosition arises from
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the wicked purposes of designing men
;

in some others, it is

occasioned from that diversity in the dispensations^ Provi.

dence, which renders it impossible for every man to see

alike. When opposed to good, abstractly considered, in

every instance it is sinful
;
but when it arises from the dif

ferent temperature of the minds of men, and not from the

perverseness of their wills, it is frequently good in carrying
on the designs of the grace and mercy of God. Thus it was
that the zeal of Peter might be an excitement to some of the

rest, and the calmness of John might correct the hasty zeal

of the former. Luther s zeal was wanted in the reformation,
and so was Melancton s calmness to heal the wounds of
an intemperate zeal. Whitefield probably set Wesley an

example, and led him into the field, but the caution, forbear

ance and steadiness of the latter, was a lasting lecture to the

former. It is by a wise and gracious opposition that erro

neous doctrines are detected, and unbecoming practices are

restrained.

Hence the doctrine of unconditional election to eternal

life, and finished damnation from the pulpit is not heard

of the wild-screaming zeal of the young enthusiast, and the

roaring noise of the ranter is restrained by the warm yet con
sistent zeal of the Father in Christ Jesus and the drowsy
lukewarm formalist is excited to love and good works by the

successful exertions of others. In England, when people
went into ihe sanctuary of the Lord, it was customary for

them to kneel down and use a short but silent prayer, but

many people of the same denomination in this country make
no practice ofsuch a duty, and many seats are so constructed

that others are prohibited for want of room. Gracious God,
teach me what is essential to know how to act in different

places, and how to live among all kinds of people ; how to

behave myself in thy sanctury, and how to live as I should

do when abroad in the world. Give me that self-government
which shall keep me from going beyond my strength in one

thing as to neglect others. And so assist me by thy Holy
Spirit, that while I converse with my fellow creatures, my
conduct may teach them thy precepts, and my words, sea

soned with grace, drop as precious seed into their hearts,

which shall bring forth fruit to perfection.
To labor to a good purpose requires both wisdom and

strength, and to do a perfect work requires a perfect hand
;

but I have not strength like other mfn, and such are my in.

firmities that no man knows my errors. My health is not

good : and I am often led to reflect on my peculiar situation.

I suppose it is years ago since a fever so affected my sto-
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mach, and at length so debilitated my whole system, that I

have not had a day s health from that time. It is true I have

greatly out-grown it, and I am tolerably well in my way.
The fever that settled upon me, continued to burn both day
and night for months and years, till, in a measure, it burnt

out
;
but it has enfeebled my frame, and deprived me of

strength like other men. Hence I am like an invalid, desti

tute of a home and separate from all company. 1 travel into

the woods and country, and have my lodging among stran

gers. It is true that many people in this country are much
more kind and friendly to foreigners than they are in Eng
land ;

but to have no stationary place in my affliction no

regular place to lay my head at night or rest at noon, is not

pleasant. O, my Saviour, give me thy yoke, which is easy,
and thy burden, which is light. Pardon my remissness in

time past and enable me now to live. Help me to gird up
the loins ofmy mind, and hope unto the end to arise out of

the dust, and go forward without a murmur and without

complaint. Empower me to teach some to walk in a perfect

way, and to say to others,
&quot; Be ye followers of me as I fol

low Christ.&quot; Is the Lord s hand shortened that it cannot

save, or His ear heavy that it cannot hear ? Is there any
thing too hard for the Lord any thing impossible with God ?

Cannot the Lord do a great work in a little time ? He can.

I will therefore say,

&quot;

Open my faith s interior eye ;

Display thy glory from above ;

And all I am shall sink and die,

Lost in astonishment and love.

Confound, o er power me by thy grace ;

I would be by myself abhorr d
;

All might, all majesty, all praise,
All glory be to Christ my Lord !

Now let me gain perfection s height ;

Now let me into nothing fall
;

As less than nothing in thy sight,
And feel that Christ is all in all .&quot;

But have I not been erroneous in my reflections ? It is

sometimes said,
&quot;

Every man to his trade
;

J
and hence

is it not absurd to suppose that 1 can do the work of an

evangelist, or that I have the responsibility of a citizen ? Is

not this mistaking my providential call ? I am a stranger in

the strictest sense of the word. First, by being a foreigner
in the country, and, Secondly, by being perpetually on a

journey from place to place. And is there not a difference
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between the call and duty of a citizen and that of a stranger?
&quot;

I was a
stranger,&quot;

said our Lord,
&quot; and ye took me not

in
;&quot;

but did He charge the poor, harmless stranger with ne

glect for not taking the citizen in ? The citizen is blest with

a local situation, the stranger has no place of his own. The
former has property or a permanent home ; he is a man of

influence, and has children, servants or workmen under him,
but the latter has no name in the streets no hiding place
from the storm no power to defend himself his word is

not heard. We may make a contrast between them by com

paring them to two men coming over the ocean as the cap
tain and mate

; supposing the former to keep his standing
and the other to have fallen overboard. Hence the captain
has a permanent standing can look out for the storm he

can give timely directions. to his men on its approach walk
the deck for the sake of contemplation retire into a corner

and pray to Him who commandeth the winds and the sea to

obey his voice
; but the mate, poor fellow, is exposed to

the violence of the waves, where the most he can do is to

keep his head above water. Such is his situation that he has

no time like the other for reading, contemplation or prayer,
but like Lazarus at the gate, while the rich man fares sump
tuously every day, he is obliged to submit to the humbling
dispensation of Providence for a. few fragments to keep him
alivo, Under such oppressive afflictions, Job, the perfect

man, lost his patience, and uttered things that he understood

not. And it is not surprising if the stranger through weari

ness should grow peevish and incur the displeasure of the

uncharitable, by not shewing himself proof against all that

may assail him. Contrasting, therefore, the difference be

tween the citizen and the stranger, and the respective spheres
of action which they are called to move in, we may conclude

by saying, that while the citizen is authorised and capacita
ted to govern others, the perfection of the latter consists in

patiently enduring under his difficulties and governing him
self.

The following lines, written (according to report) by a,

young lady in England, who was turned out of home for

embracing religion, 1 give to the reader :
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&quot;

Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow thee

;

Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shalt be.

Perish every fond ambition,
All I ve sought, or hop d, or known ;

Yet how rich is my condition,
God and heav n are all my own.

Let the world despise and leave me
They have left my Saviour too ;

Human hopes and looks deceive me,
Thou art not like them, untrue !

And while Thou shalt smile upon me,
God of wisdom, power and might,

Friends may hate and foes may scorn me,
Show thy face and all is right.

Go then, earthly fame and treasure,

Come, disaster, shame and pain,
In thy service pain is pleasure,
With thy favor loss is gain.

I have caH d Thee, Abba Father,
I have sebmy heart on thee

;

Storms may howl and clouds may gather
All must work for good to me.

Men may trouble and distress me,
Twill but drive me to fhy breast

Life with sorrows hard oppress me,
Heaven shall bring me sweeter rest.

Oh ! tis not in grief to harm me
While thy love is left to me

;

O, twere not in joy to charm me,
Were that joy unmix d with thee.

Soul, then know thy great salvation,
Rise o er sin, and f( ar, and care,

Joy to find in every station

Something still to door bear.

Think what spirit dwells within thee,
Think what heavenly bliss is thine,

Think thy Saviour died to win thee
Child of heaven ! canst thou repine 1

Haste then on from grace to glory,
Arm d by faith and wing d by prayer,

Heaven s eternal day s before thee,
God s own hand shall guide thee there ;

Soon shall end thine earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,

Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.
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No. II.

Occasional journeys in summer, pleasant, fyc. Difficulties

of travelling in winter. Uncertainty of humanfriendship
exemplified in thefamily ofMr. *******. Reflections, fyc.

An occasional journey to see a friend in the summer is

pleasant, but when it is perpetuated for months together on

business, it becomes wearisome
; and, if I am under an ob

ligation to travel to gain the comforts of life, the grand point
is how to, accommodate myself with ease and satisfaction as

if I was at home &quot; sweet home&quot; and how, as a Christian,

I can enjoy the same tranquillity and abstractedness of mind
as if I were stationary and sat in a study of my own. It

is true my way of travelling is different to many others, but

a grasshopper is a burden to some people. In travelling
there are some pleasures to be enjoyed, and some hardships
to be endured. In such a capacity a person may see the

country and different parts of the world nature when
dressed in all her beauty romantic and pleasing landscapes

seas, lakes, rivers, ports, cities, and a variety of scenery.
In summer, upon the whole, it may be tolerable, but in win

ter there are many storms, both by sea and land.

Travelling on foot in winter is grievous ;
and last winter,

perhaps, was the severest known in this part of the country
for many years. This has been much acknowledged. About

January the 8th, (1836) the snow fell probably four or five

feet upon an average, and laid till April. This injured the

wheat
;
and corn being damaged by much rain in the spring,

provisions of all kinds grew very dear. Arriving at the vil

lage about that time, I fortunately went into the house of Mr.
and Mrs. *******, who let me remain a few weeks during
the stormy wind and tempest, Mrs. ******* behaved as the

kindest of friends, and seemed to possess both an understand

ing and sympathy suited to my wants. She behaved like a

mother or a friend in the time of need a sister born for ad

versity, or a person possessed of the charity which seeketh

not its own but a stranger s good. The peculiar circum
stances which she previously passed through, had prepared
her mind for the reception of my book, and which she read

apparently with considerable pleasure.

For grief, unmix d with joy, had pained her soul.

This publication led her to respect me, and to treat me with

kindness. She put confidence in me; spoke of me in the

kindest terms, and proclaimed the grateful sentiments of her
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heart, as if she was not worthy . This kindness con
tinued for weeks, and, as a family, we lived together in great

harmony ; but, alas ! charity grew cold, good will well nigh
hid herself from me, and Mrs. * :

*****, in the character of
a warm friend, scarcely knew me any more. This may be

tolerably well understood, if I can indite it with sufficient

clearness in the following statement :

At the end of four weeks we set;led accounts for my board

and for what she had had of me
; an^, during that time, she

had generously taken more things of rne than what my board

came to
;
and what she took she took honorably, or in a

manner that became a friend indeed : that is to say, she took

them at my price, without trying to beat me down below
what I could afford them at. How pleasant is such behavior

in a time of difficulty, and how consoling is sympathy in a day
of adversity ! She kept no account on her part, but, as I un
derstood her, left all to me ; and truly, as a family, we lived in

such mutual accordance as I had scarcely found in the coun

try. Though not united at that time with any religious so

ciety, yet they kept up family devotion. Mr. ******* and
sometimes Mrs. *******

alternately engaged in family prayer.
I trust in my turn I sympathised with them when contem

plating their previous trials, (whether innocent or not so) in

the manner they had been used by others. They were not

in opulent circumstances, nor well prepared to take in a

boarder
; and, hence, after settling accounts as above men

tioned, I asked what I should give them and find my own

provisions, according to our custom in England. Mr. *******

left it to Mrs. *******
j
and she, according to her wonted

kindness, asked me what I would give her. I told her
;
and

after a short pause she accepted it, and was quite contented.

The sum I offered was four shillings per week ;
and there

was not one syllable or one look which shew any hesitation

or dissatisfaction. This went on for weeks, and we lived in

great peace ; but sometimes our dearest friends disappear,
and sometimes the calmest evening is succeeded by a stormy
day.

About five weeks after our bailance, and after, as it were,
I had cast my account away, she would have a settling from
the beginning. She pretended that her husband was not satis

fied with what I paid that my settling with her stood for

nothing, and hence she wanted to charge me eight shillings
instead of four shillings per week, which we had agreed for.

At the time we settled, as above mentioned, they spake of
three weeks, but I told them it was four

;
and this, at that

time, was not only easily recollected but gave perfect satis-

2
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faction, nor did I suspect any thing to the contrary for a long
time afterwards. But at this time, about five weeks from our

settling, she not only wanted to charge me eight shillings per
week instead of four, but wanted to fix the time of my coming
two weeks sooner than what we had settled for. At length,
after debating and reasoning the matter over, Mrs. *******

pretended that she had found her account : but this made the

matter no belter at all; for if she kept no account, but trusted

to mine when we settled, and appeared well satisfied for such

a length of time, was i^ossible to find one five weeks after-

wards ? Alas ! alas ! that peace should be so injudiciously

destroyed on such an occasion ! How difficult a tiling it is

to live at peace with some people. I was very sorry, inas

much as they had behaved with such kindness, and on which
account I knew no people in the place whom I esteemed with

the same gratitude, good will and affection. But such is hu
man nature, and such is the confidence we can place in mor
tals. She pretended that Mr. ******* had made some ob

jections since our agreement ;
so that was sufficient it seems

to charge me double to what she agreed to, whether I under

stood any thing about it or not, and with what she had been

authorised to contract for, and had been so well satisfied.

Mrs. ******* seemed as if she could detain my things for

payment, but, on mentioning the difficulty to a justice in the

village, 1 found it otherwise : nor did all people think them

just in their demands on one hand, or conceive any prejudice

against me on the other. At length, however, I told Mr.
******* that 1 would give him ten shillings more than I had

agreed to if he was not satisfied, providing he would give me
a receipt, which he immediately consented to

;
and when

Mrs. ******* knew this she was silenced, and, as it were,

said no more.

Reflecting upon this circumstance, I shall, First, notice the

uncertainty of human friendship ; Secondly, observe that

some people, through the circumstances they are under, must

necessarily suffer wrong; and, Thirdly, caution the reader

against imposing upon such characters.

First : How inconsistent are mortals, and how uncertain

is human friendship ! A person may shew himself warm
and affectionate to-day, but to-morro^w, perhaps, he is not to be

found, or in a litlle time afterwards, in. that character or rela

tionship, he knows me no more. Self interest, which may be

awakened by some new project or some new object, pre
sents itself and dissolves that warmth of affection which

manifested itself so conspicuously. Want of success in bu

siness soon raises suspicion in the man of the world, and he
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considers the man unworthy of his friendship who does not

prosper like himself, but if he can do independent of his help
he is ready to lend his assistance. Affliction turns the most

healthy and beautiful persons into loathsome objects, and

causes one friend to desert another. Death separates the

most intimate friends, and in one day sometimes dissolves

the closest and most sacred union. Mortals cannot always

manifest it. A king sometimes is obliged to flee for refuge ;

a merchant is arrested, and a tradesman, through sickness,

is incapable of business. One prejudices the mind of my best

friend, or another raises a slander against me. A failure in

business or embracing religion frequently separates those

who were formerly united by the cords of friendship.

Secondly : Some men must necessarily suffer wrong from

the fact that they do not stand upon equal ground to defend

themselves. This may be easily seen by observing the vari

ous dispensations and distribution of the gifts of Providence.

.Want of health, strength, intellect, and worldly prosperity ex

pose some people to abuse from, the slanderer. The man

seeking a home in a new country as opposed to the native or

wealthy citizen the poor in any nation as contra-distinguish

ed from the rich the want of knowledge and judgment,
where even riches are not wanting, will frequently expose
men to imposition. Self interested men who fear not God,
will generally take advantage rather than suffer. Hence a

powerful prince, with a large navy of ships and strong forces

on land, will too often intrude upon the rights of a weak na-

tion. An unjust judge will give judgment in favor of the op

pressor. Masters will deprive their servants of what is right;

and the most powerful animals will seize upon and devour

smaller ones ! It was said of David, that &quot; the enemy shall

not exact upon him
;
nor the son of wickedness afflict him,&quot;

Psalm Ixxxix, 22v. ; by which promise made unto him from

Jehovah, I understand that he should be a man of such mus
cular strength and firmness of mind, and so protected by the

providence of God, that he could deal with all men either to

advantage or without imposition. And hence, as a prince, a

farmer, a tradesman, or a military character, he would be so

judicious and cautious on his part in ail his motions, so firm

and resolute in his purposes, and so protected by providence,
that all he engaged in should finally prosper. But not so

with some people ;
not so with the poor, who are obliged to

crouch down under the heavy hand ofextreme poverty. No :

poverty, affliction, a frowning providence, and the peculiar
circumstances some are brought into, lay them open to in.

guit and abuse from every idle spectator. A man of influ.
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ence and strong mind will probably accuse another less guilty
than himself, and carry his point against him, contrary to

either charity or justice. But when he has done this, sin

lieth at the door, which, in its proper time, shall not be forgot
ten ;

and hence we see that all things are not just, and also

that all people cannot defend themselves. This brings me,

Thirdly : To caution the reader against imposing upon
such characters. Although some men, because of trans,

gression, are afflicted, and others are visited through life for

their sins, as David, yet it is not so with every one
;
and

even where this is the case, God forbids us to take ven

geance. There are many temporal evils from the hand of

God, who is jealous of his honor, and sometimes visits a

proud and rebellious people to the third and fourth genera
tion

;
but he commands us as probationers to shew mercy,

and declares,
&quot;

Vengeance is mine
;

I will repay, saith the

Lord :&quot; Rom. xii. 19. Besides, God not only visits for trans

gression, but afflicts in mercy, as in the case of Job. He
afflicts to humble and purify to exalt and glorify; and his

anger was kindled againstMob s three friends for not speak
ing what was right, or for judging him unrighteously. God
is the creator of the poor, and has blest them in that estate ;

and where people injure or oppress the defenceless, the father

less, the afflicted, or the stranger, He marks their iniquity in

a more awful manner. He threatened to put out the name
of Amelek from under heaven, and to have war with him
from generation to generation : Exodus, xvii. 14. And to

Esau it is thus written,
&quot; For thy violence against thy

brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut

off for ever :&quot; Oba., 10 ver. Solomon says,
&quot; Remove not

the old land-mark ;
and enter not into the fields of the father

less, for their Redeemer is mighty ;
he shall plead their

cause with thee.&quot; Jeremiah also declares that &quot;their Re
deemer is strong ;

the Lord of hosts is his name
;
he shall

thoroughly plead their cause, &c.&quot; Prov. xxiii. 10 ver.,

Jer. L. 33 ver.

Wherefore be admonished, reader ! Are you a man of

wealth ? blest with a home and a permanent business ? If

so,
&quot; who made thee to differ from another ? and what hast

thou that thou didst not receive ?&quot; 1st Cor. iv. 7. Do you
say that you got all by your own strength, sobriety and in

dustry ? If so, who gave you your abilities 1 And if it was

by your own strength, how was it that you did not get ten

times more ? Your ambition would have done it had it been
in your power. Now if you could not get as much as he
who in the same time accumulated twice or thrice as much
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as yourself, it is probable that some people had not means of

obtaining one-third, and others not one-tenth part of what you

possess, and your efforts and wishes might have been equally,
fruitless. Do you boast of the wealth ofyour family and an

cestors ? Alas ! two generations back your family was not

known, perhaps, among the opulent. Are you a rich store,

keeper a large trading merchant ? Your predecessors it is

likely began in the world by carrying their merchandise from

door to door. I do not want ******
here, in effect, said Ma

dam S
,
I can buy much cheaper at the store, &c

, al

though her husband began poor, and (according to report)
failed in his payments to the amount of several thousand dol

lars. &quot;I wish there were no people allowed to travel,&quot; said

the store-keeper.
&quot; If I want anything,&quot; say others,

&quot;

1 al

ways go to the* store. I never purchase any thing at the door,

&c., &c.&quot; Now what is all this but to deprive people in

low circumstances of their right, and as unjust as it would be

to deprive you of trading at all, unless you could purchase

goods to an amount far beyond your capital till you could

find money to begin in a store ? And what is it less than to

say, I am of too much importance to stoop so low as to pur
chase any thing at the door, although the property I am liv.

ing on was accumulated by such a beginning ! Beware,

therefore, that you do not rob others of their right, but rather

learn that lesson which teaches,
&quot; as ye would that men

should do to you, do ye even so to them.&quot;

No. III.

Journey to Canada, fyc. But every place has its advantages
and disadvantages. A speedy return to the States.*

Temptations and wickedness connected with the best occu

pations. Reflections.

Previous to taking a final departure from the village where

Mr. and Mrs. *******
resided, in autumn (1836) I went over

Lake Ontario to Canada ; supposing that if ever I returned

to England, I should like first to go over to the British do,

minions on this side the water, that I might have an opportu

nity ofjudging for myself which of the two nations I should

like in America in preference to the other. My intention

was to have remained there through the winter, but, First,

the custom house officer charged me something considerable
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for my publications, which I had not fully anticipated, and
afterwards told me, that if any person complained of me he

should inform against me for selling them, although an attor

ney in England could not assure me that the law was against
it. The act not specifying books, and, therefore, not clearly

deciding upon that subject, he said the matter would be whe
ther the court would denominate books among those wares
and manufactures which, as their own productions, people
were allowed to sell. Secondly : after seeing a little of the

country which did not s^em so well settled ; being among
many ofmy own country people whose county dialects, after

being in the States, I did not like ;
and finding the country

not so advantageously laid out for a person in my capacity,
I soon caffte to the conclusion of returning back. Hence
I was not much taken up with Canada ;

for although there

seemed as much or more cash in circulation, yet the people
in Toronto, so many of them from England and Ireland, were

poor, and strangers in a foreign land, that it did not answer

my purpose to remain among them. The country does not

settle so rapidly; appear in so flourishing a state, nor the in

habitants in general so humane and kind, perhaps, as the

people in the United States. But thus much does not prove
that it ha not equal advantages ;

nor does the rapid increase

in the States prove its national excellence or superior virtue.

An individual, a famliy, or a nation, however unworthy, may-

prosper for a time, but it is by righteousness and the blessing
of heaven only that a nation is permanently established and

finally exalted. May God give repentance for what has been

transacted amiss on either side, and dispose them to rectify

every error. And as far as they are worthy, may they be

judges among the nations to the confusion of tyrants, but a

praise to them who do well. I was, however, glad to see

divine service performed exactly the same at chapel as in

England, and I should like to see it uniform all the world

over. The setting out the hymns the singing the preach-

ing, and the whole process, was carried through as among
the same denominations in that country ;

but in which na-

ton (that is Canada or the States) there was the most spirit-

ual life and religious devotion, I cannot determine. I admire

the zeal of that man who lives (rather tfcan talks) great

things ; and I hope equally to despise the zeal which, in the

sight ofheaven, has a name only to live while dead. It is my
duty to leave that to Him who is infinite in wisdom, and
whose prerogative only it is to judge who looketh not

merely on the outward appearance, but who searcheth the

hearts of the children of men.
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But how true it is that every place has its advantages and

disadvantages that if we obtain one thing we either lack or

lose another ;
and that there is no place of perfect happiness

on earth, but as we find it in resignation to the will of God.

So it is here. In Canada there are some things I like, and

some others which I dislike in the States ;
and yet so far as I

have seen of them, I prefer the latter to the former nay, in

some respects the people in the States are dear to me. A man

may have the most delightful situation in the empire, and yet

the pure spring of water that runs by the poor man s shantee

may be lacking. Another may possess great riches, like

Abraham, and yet have no heir &quot; My only son and only

child,&quot; said the bereaved woman, &quot; about eighteen years of

age, went out and was drowned.&quot; A Lazarus may endure

almost the want of all things, and yet his poverty may be ne

cessary to bring him to a better inheritance than that of the

rich man. It was an eligible situation almost as any I have

seen in America, and fit for a squire s residence in Europe,
and yet said the amiable woman, 1 have no money.

&quot; How
is

it,&quot;
I asked,

&quot; that you have no money ?&quot;
&quot; My husband,&quot;

she replied,
&quot;

is such a man for business, and he went and

purchased anotherfarm, and now he is giving (to the best of

my recollection) twenty-five per cent for borrowed money ;

and yet I think he is a good man.&quot;
&quot; And Deacon such a one

is letting out his money at per cent.&quot; This was the year

probably when the Banks in the whole State had suspended
cash payment at which time many let out their money at

three or four percent per month, which made from thirty-six

to forty-eight per cent per annum. So this amiable woman,
of a delicate texture, genteelly brought up, and living in a

beautiful habitation, was spinning like other hard working and

poor women, till she, her husband and estate could get clear

of debt. And manv others, through pretended necessity or

from absolute covetousness, made themselves such extor

tioners as to let out money, perhaps, at five times more than

the lawful interest.

From Canada I hastened back to the States ;
and being in

that part of the country, I made an opportunity to go and

see, what is spoken of as one of the greatest wonders of the

world,
&quot;

Niagara Falls.&quot; From this place, for the first time,

I took the stearn car on the rail road for Buffalo. (Smart
travelling this!) At the latter place I got my book printed,
entitled &quot;The Beauties of America;&quot; but before this could

be accomplished, through the straits and difficulties of being
carried from one country to another, with some other things,

my mind was considerably exercised with trials. It is true
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I have but little patience or strength ;
but admitting this as.

sertion as truth, it is also true that the printer engaged to get
it out in such a time, and Mr. ******

spake of doing it well,

but at the end of that time he had made but a poor beginning
rather than a good end, and when it was done, it was a great
deal worse than either of the former ones. In this office there

was a youth, who had had so little experience in setting up,
that his labor was of small value

;
and he was so full of non

sense, impudence and profaneness, that but few perhaps ex

ceeded him in wickedness. The man at the press was but

little better : he also was too full of profaneness, vulgarity,
and ill manners. I had been at this printing office before,
and had heard language that would not be proper to commit
to writing. Alas ! alas ! that men in so many instances

should abuse their liberty by drinking down iniquity like wa
ter. And what would the world think if they knew all the

profane expressions utteVed in a printing office ? A place

which, as it were, is the source of all our moral and religious

instruction a fountain from which proceeds the moral light

and good that is seen in the world or rather a channel

through which we are supplied with all the political, scien

tific, and religious knowledge enjoyed and possessed by the

wisest of men. Who would believe that among people of

education, as men in such a respectable business there

should be some, who let themselves down to a level with the

most depraved sailors, dray men, scavengers, navigators,

Billingsgate men, and the very vilest of people in their lan

guage and conversation ?

People might suppose that to put a boy to such a trade,

would be one of the most innocent, useful, and best occupa
tions in the world. But is it so? Alas! what a variety of

temptations he is exposed to, and what an amount of iniquity

he is liable to commit. For, in the first place, as evil

communications corrupt good manners, so evil company and

pernicious publications have a rapid tendency to perfect men
in infidelity. And where men are disposed to evil already,
and are proceeding to greater lengths of iniquity daily, to

place them in a situation where play bills are printed, immo.

ral newspapers are exchanged, and where some of such

a company will get almost every evil work that is published,

is the way to perfect what is lacking in them. Secondly :

a persoa in that business may be tempted to print any thing
for money, because it is his trade, or he may publish almost

any book, however perniciotss, because it will sell. In such

a capacity he may be instrumental in instructing a whole em-

pire, or he may use his influence in corrupting millions. In
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a word, he may do a deal towards making bad men worse,

till they have filled up the measure of their iniquities and are

ripe for destruction.

Hence, by travelling and having something to do with

men and books, I have been reflecting how good and evil

are in alliance with each other, and the iniquity there may
be in the best of occupations. One man may be under the

necessity of writing to procure the necessaries of life he

may do this virtuously, and to the edification of others: an

other may write what ii useless at best, and to accumulate

wealth. And although hpnest labor is both a duty and com.

mendable, yet a man, perhaps, is under the necessity of

working on the theatre instead of a dwelling house an ap
prentice is obliged to infringe upon the Sabbath by working
till two o clock in the morning or disobey ^is master the

woman of modest apparel, to work in superfluities of gaudy
attire, as ruffles, flowers, &c., instead of what she would
wish to recommend both by precept and example. One of

the most honorable and useful occupations in the world is

that of a physician, yet he frequently charges an enormous

price and renders no benefit. In general people expect the

value in goods for their money, and the laborer to fulfil his

stipulated amount of labor for his wages, but a physician

charges whether he renders any good or not. And where
is the truth in advertising medicines as infallible cures in all

cases, and which will procure long life to all who will perse
vere in taking them ? Are not such people traders in false

hood, and possess an insatiable thirst for riches rather than

that they speak infallible truths ? And do not the proprie
tors of those medicines aim at enriching themselves and lay

ing up riches as the dust of the earth, rather than do all they
should to benefit others ? Yet such is the iniquity of some

people in the most honorable occupations in life ; the tempta
tions they are surrounded with, and the evil practices they
are liable to run into.
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No. IV.

Difficulties of letting out money exemplified, in a case between
Camberwett and Emerton. Unforseen difficulties arose
without any original intention to do wrong, and the case

mentioned as a caution to others. Circumstances of the

case,form of the note, fyc. Emerton speaks to Mr. Lands
man, and hears that Mr. Camberwell had put his property
out of his hands, fyc. Afterwards requests Mr. Firm-

friends assistance. A trial appointed, fyc,
An exhor*

tation to be cautious.

Some time ago I tvas obliged to witness the following cir

cumstance, which more or less demonstrates the truth of

some foregoing remarks
;
and although it may be more or

less foreign to my subject, yet^ hope the reader will excuse
it and pardon the digression.

&quot; Eet him also, especially if he

is poor, beware of men ! For is there any virtue in letting
another take thy bed from under thee ? Nay, should we put
too much confidence in princes ? There were three persons
originally concerned in the matter, and whom 1 shall take

leave to speak of under the names of Camberwell, More-
honor and Emerton. Camberwell and Emerton were from

Europe, but Morehonor was an American. They were all

members of the same religious society : the two latter pro-

bably had been in the connexion for many years, and the

former seemed possessed of considerable property, and sus

pected of no evil. Camberwell talked of having a house and

lot, free of debt, worth two thousand dollars
; spake of hav

ing money to collect for religious purposes, and that he and
Morehonor would give Emerton their joint note for some.
Under these circumstances, Emerton let Camberwell a small

sum of money, and Morehonor endorsed the note given by
Camberwell.

From what Mr. Camberwell had said, Emerton thought
that the money was to meet some payments arising
from expenses contracted in a religious institution, and
that both were equally responsible, but he afterwards found

that it was exclusively for his own use only Mr. Morehonor

endorsed his note : and had it not been for shutting up the

banks and the embarrassment occasioned thereby, he would

probably have paid the money without any difficulty. Hence
the affair is not mentioned to charge him with any original

intention to do wrong, but rather as a caution to others in

future ; and if any wrong was committed, arising out of un-

forseen events, let Camberwell and Emerton have the blame
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due to them and acknowledge their faults, but let Morehonor,
who was not to blame, have the praise, and be true to his

own principles, like the just man who &quot;sweareth to his own
hurt and changeth not.&quot;

Hence let it be observed that the money was let and the

note given under the following circumstances: Emerton
was not only a person who was poor, but he knew nothing
about defending himself by law, how to guard against the

wise men of this world or men of business. Depending,
therefore, upon Camberwell as a professor of religion and an

honorable man, and placing more confidence probably upon
Morehonor, who appeared like the most venerable professor
in that- populous city, he did not suspect any danger. Emer
ton being acquainted with these gentlemen, he asked Cam-
berwell what he would give him for a sum of money for a
short time, and the latter (fixing his own price) offered him
three per cent, per month, which was a great deal above the

legal sum
;
the lawful interest being no nmre than seven per

cent, per annum. The time was for tnree months ; and
whalever Emerton might or might not kflow about usury, he

probably did not know that there was any law which would

absolutely endanger the security, and, besides, he did flot ex

pect that these men on any account would deceive him by
being unfaithful to their own proposal. Hence

he, might sup-

pose that he could innocently take the note for security, and
refuse taking the money, if wrong, upon further reflection,

although Camberwell had offered it himself, and Morehonor
had endorsed his note as security for payment. The note was
written nearly as follows :

&quot; At three months after date, for

value received, I promise to pay to dollars,&quot; which sum
included the interest

;
so that no person from the note could

discover the amount of interest upon it. Emerton having no

knowledge about letting out money, Camberwell told him it

was a real business note. During the time specified, Emer
ton made a purchase in the country, and had to go forty miles

to fetch it
; but when demanded, Cambervvell said that he

could not pay it. At length Emerton said that he could not

go ba6k without it, and told Camberwell that he must consult
some friend on the occasion

;
but he objected having his cre

dit in that way suspected ;
and after he had mentioned it to

a justice of the peace in the same society, C accused
him of going round the neighborhood and talking about him.
In a short time afterwards he, in effect, said,

&quot;

I will now
pay him just when I please or think

proper.&quot; Immediately
after repeating these words he left the room, without giving

any further opportunity to converse with him about it. So
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Emerton s money was gone ; and having paid part of the

price for the purchase above mentioned, still in the seller s

possession, (who went and laid an attachment on it for fear

of consequences,) he could neither get this money back nor

recover the other.

|r At the city, where these three men lived, there were two

chapels and their respective ministers. Camberwell and

Morehonor went to hear Mr. Landsman, as I shall call him,
arid Emerton heard Mr. Firmfriend, so named. And after

Camberwell had left the room, as before stated, Emerton
talked with their minister upon the subject under considera

tion. From him he heard that Camberwell had put his pro

perty out of his hands
; and he spake, moreover, as if he was

going to leave the city to avoid being sued at the law. He
also talked with Morehonor, who informed him that Camber-
well had said that he probably could pay the money in about

six weeks. Hence he advised him to wait. But were these

testimonies, so fan^n exact accordance with each other 1 At
the end of that time^amberwell said that it was about a fort

night sooner than he had proposed. At the fortnight s end
he said that he was waiting for a person s return from the

west, a*nd jvanted Emerton to wait a week for his arrival.

At the ena of this week, Camberwell seemed to disengage
himself frorg all obligation whatever, and would not come to

any compromise to pay it by any other means, as giving his

note for labor, goods, board, or any thing else
;
nor would

he consent to give Emerton a new note that was legally
drawn up, but said that the old one was good, if the other

would wait for a while till he could pay it. Such was the dif

ficulty this man brought himself into through this circum

stance, and such would have been the trouble had he listened

to him any further, that if ever he obtained it, yet it would

have been by more trouble and expense probably than the

money was worth. Hence upon reviewing it thus far, and

tracing it through all its windings in this simple manner, the

reader may judge for himself whether Camberwell could be

depended upon any further when brought to this crisis ! It

had passed on nearly three months over the stipulated time

of payment already, and one or two persons had found out

that the interest, being above the legal sum, could prevent its

being obtained by law : and what made it more hopeless

still, was that Morehonor was released from his bond on ac

count of its being payable at th bank, and Emerton being in

the country at the time, and suspecting no danger, did not de

mand it. Under such circumstances, let me ask the reader

whether there was not some danger of Emerton s losing his

bard earned -money?
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After Emerton had had all this trouble, he went to his min

ister, (Mr. Firmfriend) renounced all unlawful interest, and

requested his assistance ;
and the minister, like the good Sa

maritan, took hold of it, pleaded his cause, and handled it in

such a manner that, although he could not get the money
paid immediately, through the scarceness of cash, yet he got
a legal and new note, in which Camberwell and Morehonor
bound themselves jointly and separately to pay the money,
with lawful interest, at a time specified. This was an honor
to the minister, and it was likewise an honor to the latter

venerable character, who, after being disengaged from his

obligation, would pledge himself conjointly or separately
rather than Emerton should lose the money.

&quot; He sweareth,&quot;

saith David,
&quot; to his own hurt, and changeth not.&quot;

In order to settle this affair in an amicable manner, they
had a trial, at which two ministers and the parties met to-

gether : and although Emerton at first might be inadvert

ently led into this difficulty through not understanding what

usury was, or through temptation from his own poverty

although he had informed them that he would have no un
lawful interest, notwithstanding it was offered by Camberwell
without his asking it although Mrs. Landsman, their minis,

ter s wife, had said that her husband had been obliged to give
a hundred for four or five hundred dollars for the year that

the money was worth that interest, and there was scarcely a
citizen there but had done it and although the justice above
mentioned had said that Camberwell must pay the money or
leave that religious body of people, yet it seemed that he had
been tempted to plead his cause ;

and in so doing at the trial,

he pretended to deny that Camberwell owed the money.
This seemed strange : and however excusable it might be in

a public court of justice, it did not look well here. But Mr.
Firmfriend was not to be moved who soon beat them out of
all their vain subterfuges. Whatever men in a civil court of

justice might do and be blameless, I do not see how religious
men could deny such a thing, or refuse to pay the money,
without acting contrary to truth and justice. It is, however,
just to observe that it was ceasing to pay cash at the banks,
and the general embarrassment occasioned thereby, that at

first, probably, prevented Camberwell from
paying the mo

ney ; yet, when he could not, he ought to have given legal

security, and not have taken any advantage through what
he purposed himself.

In giving you this account, reader, I hope, First, it will be
a caution (especially if you are poor,) against letting money

Q
-
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go out of your hands without good security, and that it will

prevent your ever letting it out upon usury or unlawful in-

terest. You may let it out at five per cent, per annum in

England, or seven per cent, per annum in America, but no
more. This is not, but more is Unlawful. Why should

you let another take your bed from under you ? The law
cannot defend you at an unlawful interest. And if you
are poor, would you gain money by dishonest means ? An*
other thing, reader, wants guarding against, and which has

well nigh ruined many namely : signing notes, and thereby

becoming surety for others- Let one instance, out of many,
suffice : &quot;My

husband and I began poor,&quot;
said a woman,

to the best of my recollection,
&quot; and we had improved our

land to the amount of about five thousand dollars, when my
husband signed for a man, which took away our land, and

left us nearly five hundred dollars in debt.&quot; And many,
very many, people in America have more or less been taken

in in the same manner.

Secondly : I hope it will be a means of preventing rich

men from offering an unjust reward for money, and taking

advantage of them through its illegality afterwards. Such
an action appears both mean and cowardly, as well as unjust
and cruel.

Thirdly : it may be an intimation of the scarceness of

cash a scarceness that involved many, and made it almost

as difficult to obtain a few dollars in America as it was to

find a few guineas in England some years ago.

No. V.

Some Letters to Europefrom America have been tooflatter*

ing, Hence an instance of distress is related in the case

ofan English gentleman and his wife, a West India lady,

who found a friend indeed in an American lady, &amp;lt;^c.

Nevertheless, circumstances like these probably have not

been very common, fyc. It isfurther remarked that poverty
is not exclusively confined toforeigners.

Some people have written as if no person could want

scarcely any thing that is good in America, but -there are

some exceptions. Let the following account, taken from a

New York paper, suffice as a specimen. These people fot

want of health, property, trade, or means to procure the com-



TO NEW YORK. 27

forts of life, at length were brought into the deepest distress.

The account is as follows :

&quot; Do you give out work here ?&quot; said a voice, so soft, so

low, so lady-like, that I involuntarily looked up from the purse
I was about purchasing for my darling boy, a birth-day gift

from his dear papa.
&quot; Do you give out work here?&quot;

&quot; Not to strangers,&quot; was the rude reply. The stranger
turned and walked away.

&quot; That purse is very cheap,
ma m.&quot;

&quot;

I do not want it now,&quot; said I, as taking up my
parasol, 1 left the shop, and followed the stranger lady.

Passing Thompson s, she paused went in hesitated*

then turned and went out. I now saw her face it was very

pale her hair, black as night, was parted on the forehead

her eyes, too, were very black
;
and there was a wildness in

them that made me shudder. She passed on up Broadway
to Greenwich street, where she entered a miserable-looking

dwelling. I paused should I follow further ? She was evi-

dently suffering much I was happy blessed with wealth,

and, oh ! how blessed in husband, children, friends ! I knock-

ed the door was opened by a cross-looking woman.
&quot; Is there a person living here who does plain sewing ?&quot; I

enquired.
&quot;

I guess not,&quot; was the reply ;

&quot; there is a woman

up stairs who used to work, but she can t get any more to do,

and I shall turn her out to-morrow.&quot; &quot; Let me go up,&quot;
said

I, as passing the woman with a shudder, I ascended the

stairs. &quot; You can keep on up to the
garret,&quot;

she screamed
after me and so I did

;
and there I saw a sight, of which I,

the child of affluence, had never dreamed ! The lady had
thrown off her hat, and was kneeling by the side of a poor,
low bed. Her hair had fallen over her shoulders she sobbed
not breathed not she seemed motionless her face covered
in the wretched, miserable bed, whereon lay her husband.
He was sleeping. I looked upon his high, pale forehead,
around which clung masses ofdamp, brown hair it was knit

and the pale hand clenched the bed clothes words broke from
his lips

&quot;

I cannot pay him now,&quot; I heard him say. Poor
fellow ! even in his dreams his poverty haunted him ! I

could bear it no longer, and knocked gently on the door.

The lady raised her head, threw back her long hair, and
looked mildly upon me. It was no time for ceremony; sick-

ness, sorrow, want, perhaps starvation, were before me. &quot; I

came to look for a person to do plain work&quot; was all I could

Bay.
&quot;

O, give it me,&quot; she sobbed
;

&quot; two days we have not

tasted food and to-morrow&quot; ~ . She gasped and tried
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to finish the sentence, but could not. She knew that to-mor

row they would be both homeless and starving.
&quot; Be comforted you shall want no more.&quot; I kept my

* word. In a few days she told me alt of days of happiness
in a sunny West India isle, her childhood s home. Of the

deaths of father and mother of a cruel sister and brother,

in-law how she left that home, hoping to find a brother in

America- how she sought him in vain, but found, instead, a

husband he too an Englishman, a gentleman and scholar,

had been thrown upon the world. Sympathy deepened into

love alone in a crowd, all the world to each other, they
married he procured employment in a school, she plain
needle-work. Too close attention to the duties of his school,

long walks and scanty fare, brought ill health, and confined

him at length to his bed. The shop, where his poor wife ob

tained work, failed, and their resources were cut off. She
had looked long, weary days for employment. Many had
none to give, and others gave no work to &quot;

strangers.&quot; Thus
I found them to comfort them for a little time then, I trust,

they found indeed a comforter in heaven.

The husband died first died placing the hand of his poor
wife in mine ! I needed not the mute-appealing look he gave
me. I took her to my own happy home it was too late !

It was a very little time ago, I went one morning to her
room

;
she had passed a restless night ; had dreamed, she

said, of her dear George she called me her kind and only
friend begged me to sit a little while beside her, and looked

up so sadly in my face that my own heart seemed well nigh

breaking. I left her not again.
In the still, deep night I heard her murmur, &quot; Sister Ann,

do not speak so harshly to me : oh, mamma, why did you
leave me ?&quot; Then again she said,

&quot; Give me an orange,

my sister, I am very faint.&quot; Her soul was again in her own
sunny (happy) home.

&quot;

Lay me by my George, and God will bless
you,&quot; were

her last words to me. I led my hushed children to look

upon her sweet, pale face, as she lay in her coffin. They
had never seen sorrow or death ;

and then I gave them the

first knowledge of both
;
then I told them of the sin, the cru

elty of those who wounded the &quot;stranger s heart.&quot;

Circumstances like these, it may be, have not been very
common in America

;
and it is but just to say that there are

many humane people who are kind to strangers, and ready
to alleviate distress ; but there are some of a distressing char-

acter; and there are many people among emigrants who,
fox a -while, have not known hqw to make their way to live*
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Some spend nearly all in coming over, and others are taken

sick before they are naturalized, and obliged to spend their

money in medicines, board, &c. A few unfortunately fall

into the hands of wicked men, who get their property from

them ;
and some others, through the vast difference there is

between their native and new country, cannot follow the bu

siness they were brought up to. And it may be observed that

where this is the case, they may soon spend a deal of money
in Anr-rica as well as in England ; for, in some places, as

New York, Albany, Utica, Rochester, Buffalo, and other

places, house rent is as high as in London fuel and cloth

ing far more expensive, and board, with other incidental ex

penses, as high in cities probably as in any populous town in

Great Britain.

Nor is poverty in America exclusively confined to foreign
ers. No : some people even among the natives are poor.
And is not this according to the order of a wise Providence?

If so, is there any counsel or strength against the Lord ?

Does not the Scripture declare that the poor shall never cease

out of the land ? and, consequently, that God hath made
and blessed the poor in their situation as well as the rich 1 Is

it not an undeniable fact that all people have not the same

capacity for trade, labor and usefulness ? the same health,

strength and prosperity ? And that let a country be what it

may, it cannot secure to all both prosperity and riches. Be
sides, what could we do without diversity and contrast ? The
brute animals, for wise purposes, are not all of one stature.

If the world was made up of rich men, who would procure
us fuel and the finest wheat 1 And if these things are the

fruits of their labors, who are worthy of more esteem 1 or

what class in society is more useful than they are ? In the

summer I met a young man and woman near Moscow, on
their way to Mount Morris, who were poor indeed !

&quot; Won t

they let us go over the bridge,&quot;
aaked he,

&quot; without paying
the toll ?&quot;

&quot; How is it,&quot;
asked I,

&quot; that you are destitute of

so small a sum?&quot; This seemed to affect the young woman
almost to tears.

! At another time, no great distance from Brockport, I re

mained at a farm house during the night, where the good wo-
man informed me that at the first log house on my way
there was a family very poor. I enquired the cause of their

poverty, and she answered,
&quot; It is for want of capacity.&quot; I

was glad to hear that she had more good sense and humani

ty than to attribute all to idleness as some people do
; for, as

inconsistent as it may be, one man who frequently gets
drunk and tells many falsehoods in trading with his custom.

3*
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ers, will often exclaim against and cast reproach upon others

guilty of no such crimes, because they do not prosper as he

does. But how improper to do so ! How unjust is such

conduct ! For does not daily experience teach us that men
in general would rise above their present indigence to pos
sess double the property they have already, if they had power
or were permitted to do it 1 It does

;
but they cannot, nor

can others, deliver themselves at pleasure from abject pov

erty : and hence such instances are sufficient to shew us

that, in a temporal point of view, the way of man is not in

himself, and that some people even in America, as well as in

England, are very poor.

No. VI.

Coming to America an advantage to most people, fyc. Yet

amidst the beauties, riches, fyc., in the country, the publish
er

}

s astonishment at the scarceness of cash! At a loss to

accountfor this deficiency
r

. Prohibiting one and three dol.

lar bills in the latter part of President Jackson s adminis

tration, fyc., fyc., made an increase of difficulty.

It has been acknowledged already that coming to America
is an advantage to many, inasmuch as hitherto there has been
such a vast and extensive field for trade and labor that

working men can better provide for themselves and families

-that mechanics can find employment and good wages
merchants a suitable place for an establishment, and men of

wealth can lay out their property to as good, or perhaps to

better, advantage than in Europe. At least property has
been laid out to procure as delightful situations, it is likely,
for one-half or one-quarter of the sum for families to live in,

or to accumulate as fast or more so, probably, than in Eng.
land. And there have been some people, though without

title, in America who (as it appeared to me) were possessed
of property to an amount equal to most of our richest noble-

men in England. Witness the Hon. *******
************,

of , whose property, according to report, has been
estimated at upwards of twenty millions of dollars. Mr.

is said to be worth upwards of a million per annum ;

and Mr. *********
}
a t whose house I called, whom a tenant of

his told me that he had as much land as five hundred farms,
which would average four hundred acres a piece.
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Yet amidst all the beauties and riches ^seen in America,
there was one thing which was a mystery to me a subject
too deep for me to fathom or understand namely: a scar.

city of money. And what made me so sensible of it was, its

being repeated successively, as it were, by all kinds of people
for three or four years together. To hear people of so

much property say they had no money to hear this fre

quently declared by citizens, merchants, farmers, and me-
chanics to hear it repeated by their wives, hired girls,

daughters, tailoresses, dress makers, and young women

working in factories to hear this so often mentioned by peo

ple apparently of the most industrious habits and sober char

acter some of whom, perhaps, could earn from one to two
dollars per day, who could always have work, and, as it

seemed, steadily kept at it and to hear many of these peo

ple declare it with every mark of sincerity as religious char-

acters, hundreds of whom, I presume, have told me that they
had not a cent in the world was one of the most mysterious

things, as a person from Europe, that I ever knew. In Eng
land, as it appeared to me, most people (the poor excepted)
had generally some money by them, but in America even

the rich were without it
;
and amidst people apparently of

the first quality, in some parts of the country, who were rich

in houses, land, furniture, &c. whose apartments were

neatly furnished, papered and carpeted, and which, for

beauty, neatness and grandeur, equalled many of the rich in

England, there was no money. I have travelled, I presume,
thousands of miles by land and hundreds by wator, and hence
I speak experimentally of the matter in general, and not con-

tractedly, of particular cases. Nevertheless, I admired the

simplicity of a people who, with one voice, so freely acknow

ledged it, and the contentment they seemed to enjoy without -

it. I reflected upon the following words, viz : &quot;The love of

money is the root of all evil,&quot; and doubted whether it could

be possessed without loving it, and being more or less cor

rupted by it; for, by observing the minds and characters of

many, I could not but notice that many in America seemed
more contented than people in rny own country ;

and hence
I concluded that if money could not be possessed without

producing haughtiness, covetousness, peevishness and dis

contentment, it was a blessing to live without it. It was,
however, a trial to me in my circumstances : yet amidst

many difficulties, I found the inhabitants in general, whether

religious or irreligious, a humane, and, many of them, a kind

people. When I have travelled a whole day with but little

success, and found my body and spirits depressed with weari-
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ness, I have been discouraged, and, to my grief, have com-

plained of my fate in travelling among people where riches
and poverty were so blended together ;

for even when I

found persons who wanted to trade with me, this difficulty
was in the way. Among such people it very commonly
happened that some had six or ten cents instead of a shilling,
and others had fifteen or eighteen instead of twenty. five.

Yet among these people, in the country, I generally found a

supply of my bread and water
;
and nothing scarcely has

given me greater satisfaction than the conduct of some Ame-
ricans who have so kindly ministered to my wants in such
circumstances. Hence, in reference to some of them, I

scruple not to say,
&quot;

I was a stranger and they took me in.&quot;

Whatever was the cause of this deficiency amidst all tho

business, trade and labor in America, I never could understand
whether there was too little cash in circulation for the po

pulation and business of tho country whether it was a uni-

versal ambition to double property, and consequently caused
merchants and men of business to withhold all to purchase a
double quantity of goods or land for speculation, while they
obliged every mechanic and laborer to have so much weekly
of their merchandise, or to wait till they could pay them
and whether this principle did not so universally prevail as to

cause every mechanic to withhold all to purchase a lot,

and another an additional farm, I could not tell.

During the latter part of President Jackson s administra

tion, the United States Bank was shut up. Sometime after

this period, in York State, one dollar, and, at a later period,
three dollar bills were prohibited in their circulation

;
and

about the month of May, 1837, all the Bonks in that State

refused to cash any of their notes for twelve months to

gether. This made considerable difficulty for that season ;

and, truly, when the whole complication of such causes were

brought into contact with each other when the effects of

those causes were felt as having demanded specie alone for

land in the west
; having removed the deposits and shut up

the United States Bank the necessity the merchants were
under in such circumstances, to keep all the cash they could

get to send to Europe to purchase goods the destructive

fires that had previously happened in New York, &c., &c.,
so drained the country of cash that it was a difficult thing to

find any. This pressure gave rise to the shin plaster sys
tem

;
and hence not only corporations issued forth papers of

fifty and twenty-five cents each, but manufactories, butchers

and such people had recourse to the same means, to as small

an amount as six, if not three, cents each. If people had five
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dollar bills they could not change them ; and if others, on a

journey, wanted to put up at a tavern they knew not how to

entertain them. They wanted to know whether they had

the specie, and if not, they wanted not their custom.

An individual was speaking of a person whom a landlord

refused something to eat through this difficulty, when he

generously interfered and engaged to be accountable for

payment ;
and it was generally acknowledged that America

had never seen such a time before. It is true that in conse

quence of the labor there is in this country, and the humani

ty of the inhabitants towards people in want, no individual

need starve ; yet during the spring and
part

of the summer
in 1837, by reason of the crops being injured in the hard

winter and spring of 1836, there were many even among
farmers who were hard put to it. The wheat and Indian

corn bein% injured, there was but little pork slaughtered
the winter following ;

and hence many fanners themselves,

in the summer of 1837, were out of meat, and many others

well nigh out of bread. It was reported that Judge
***** had

a hundred bushels of wheat, but he was not willing to sell it

for less than three hundred dollars, and hence some person
or more broke into his barn and bore part of it away.

But although I have glanced at the prosperity ofsome and

the afflictions of others, yet I hope it has not been to tempt
the reader on the one hand, nor discourage him on the other.

Nor would I forget to recall his attention to more permanent

blessings by saying, provide for yourself bags which wax not

old a treasure in heaven where no thief approacheth nor

morth corrupteth ; for where your treasure is there will your
heart be also.

LEICESTER, March 39, 1887.
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No. VII.

The contrast between Eastern and Western States. Fruit-

fulness and barrenness of different soils. Large wages of
some and small earnings of others, fyc. fyc., make it diffi

cult to give other nations a correct idea of the country.
Yet notwithstanding the contrast between the amount of bu
siness and scarceness of cash, some individuals can get

money, probably, asfast in America as in any other part of
the world. Many laboring menfrom England have risen

out of their poverty and become rich, fyc. Reflections.

From the preceding number it may be seen that money is

not so plentiful as some people, from various injudicious re-

ports, have been led to imagine ; nor indeed is it possible to

give people, either in Europe or America, a correct idea of
all parts of the country ; for, considering the vast contrast

there is between the eastern and western States the fruitful,

ness and barrenness of the different soils of the wages that

some people can obtain, and the little earnings of others the

eumptuousness, vanity and refinements, in some particulars,
in the east, and the plainness and deprivations of the west

the mixture and sad want of uniformity in manners between
the worthy American who characterizes his country for

cleanliness, plainness, simplicity, industry, and the loose man
ners, abruptness and uncourteousnessofmany among such

ft mixture of characters, customs and contrast in circum-

etances, I would say it is impossible to give people a just idea

of all parts of the country.
Yet, notwithstanding the contrast between the amount of

business and scarceness of cash, it is possible that men oflabor

and mechanics can get sufficient employment and good wages
every where, and that some men can find cash as plentiful

as in any part of Europe. Among such men are large grow,
ers of wheat. Being on a trading excursion in the summer,
I came to a place where a number of men were building a

house, and, according to custom, (as with one voice) they

frankly acknowledged that they had no money, but they in-

formed me that the proprietor of the building (Farmer
Coombs, as I shall speak of him,) had plenty, and that he

was a liberal-minded man. Sometime afterwards I met him

walking towards the new building, and, being on a journey
for that purpose, I would have traded with him, but I could

not learn that he had more than his men, or any more than a

poor man in England. A short time afterwards I entered

his plain habitation an old log house. In this humble dwell-
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fag there was probably a worthy family for plainness, Indus-

try, &c., but a people who had nothing, as it might seem,
before hand. Such was the appearance of things to a stran

ger ;
but it was undoubtedly in appearance only ; for this

man, notwithstanding the- scarcity in 1836, (as before men
tioned) had wheat enough to make him nearly ten thousand
dollars a sum rarely equalled for one article by any farmer
in Great Britain or elsewhere. I mentioned this in company
afterwards, and, as a fact, it was doubted ; and, hence, when
an opportunity presented itself, I stepped into the mill at ,

where I had a friend, who informed me that he must have

brought wheat into that mill to the amount of more than nine

thousand dollars, which, according to my calculation, is up
wards of two thousand pounds sterling, A rare sum this for a

single article of grain for one year^p a common farmer. la

addition to this sum, I was informed that this man had sold a

farm, (probably three years previous to that time,) about

three hundred and fifty acres more or less, at forty.five dol

lars per acre, which, in the amount, must be between fifteen

and sixteen thousand dollars, or, at least, three thousand five

hundred pounds sterling. Nor is it an uncommon thing, in

some parts of the country, for a farmer to raise a thousand
bushels of wheat, which, as this kind of grain has been sell

ing lately, is exclusively a good compensation for the labors

of a man and boy for a season. Mrs. P
, a common

farmer s wife, told me that they (meaning her husband and
one or more in the family,) should have about fourteen hun-
dred bushels as one year s produce. And when passing
along the country, I asked a farmer what might be the

amount of one year s produce from a hundred acres of land,
to which he replied,

&quot; a thousand dollars.&quot; If this was a just
estimate, I suppose that such a one might maintain a tolera

ble large family, under such circumstances, with half that

sum, and keep the other half for future purposes ;
and ifthis

was perpetuated for ten years successively, it would put a

rising family, with God s blessing, into good circumstances,
and be a good compensation for labor.

Many laboring men from England, by coming to America,
have risen out of their poverty and become rich. They
have been enabled to provide for their families, and left them
at their departure in comfortable circumstances. Others
have found plenty of labor, and had opportunities of putting
their children to respectable trades, which they could not
have done in their native country ; and when a parent has
been taken away, the surviving one has found means of put
ting them into different families ; where they have been well
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educated, religiously trained up, and, in many instances,
hare been used with as much or more tenderness than by
their own parents. Humanity is a conspicuous character,

istic ofthe Americans
;
and many orphans adopted or taken

in by such people, have, through their attention and kindness,
become useful and honorable members of society. Some
others, we may suppose, have left their mud walled cottages
in England and erected their log cabins in the woods in Ame
rica, till, by industry, they have cleared thirty, forty, or

nearly a hundred acres of rich land, where they have spent
their days in peace, and, in a sense speaking, independent
of all men. One man, within the circle of my own know

ledge, (and there are probably hundreds in America,) so lo

cated himself as to place six or seven sons in different farms

round about him: so arranged them as to have a neighbor
hood a little generation* of his own name, or a great tract

of land occupied by his own progeny.
But when people rise qyt of their poverty and become

rich, they too often imbibe such an avaricious spirit that

they are never satisfied. Much, too, often wants more. Pros

perity seems to increase the desires of men till they are as

boundless as the sea. They have much pouring in upon
them, and yet they are grasping at more. Hence they will

always be purchasing, and always in debt. They cannot

enjoy what they have, though enough, because they want
more. When they have one estate of good rich land, they
will purchase another run in debt for it pinch and deprive
themselves of many comforts, and labor, during their term
of life, to get out of the embarrassments they are involved in,

instead pf enjpying the blessings of providence they had pre

viously in possession. I remained for. the night at the house
of a friend, who in the morning spake of a family on my
way where I had an occasion to call, whom she supposed to

be tolerably rich
;

but while I was there, the good lady of

the house intimated that her husband was in debt, and

during my stay, I learned that he was owing something like

three thousand dollars. The fact was, this successful man
had a good farm, and he purchased another before he could

pay for it
;
so this seemed to engage their attention till paid

for as if they had just begun in the woods. And it is so

common a case in America, that as soon as some people are

out of debt and have a little money to deposit, they will make
another purchase, and keep repeating it till they are bewil

dered in the midst of their possessions.
But is it true that money (as mentioned page 31) must be

loved by its possessors, and more or less corrupt the heart of
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every one who is put in possession of it, and finally extin

guish in others the last spark of love to God and man? Is

it impossible for the rich to enter into the kingdom of God?
There is certainly great danger of their being shut out, from
our Lord s words

; as, &quot;Woe unto the rich !&quot; &quot;It is easier

for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle, than for a

rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven:&quot; and there

wants a proportionable degree of caution and means using to

prevent the corrupting influence of riches on the human
heart, Money being the medium through which we receive

and can purchase every temporal blessing, it capacitates

people to gratify every appetite, run the whole length of dis

sipation, and keep any company. The poor, who are de

pendent on them, crouch down with fear, and honor them ;

and when people can indulge themselves in everything, go
where they like, and keep any company when their infe

riors honor and flatter them, and they have no adversity or

affliction as a counterpoise to prosperity, they too often give

way to such vanity and self-indulgence as destroys them.

Hence, under such circumstances, we should be careful

to prevent then- corrupting influence upon us, lest they
should prove an insurmountable barrier to our entering into

the kingdom of heaven.

Nevertheless, it cannot be that riches must inevitably
ruin any one. No. This will appear clear by considering,
First, that money (as well as other things) was created by
God himself, and which is providentially made the medium
of receiving all temporal blessings ; Secondly, this being the

only medium through which our wants are supplied, no man
can live without the use of it either by himself or others.

Mary, Joanna, and others, ministered to our Lord of their

substance. And, Thirdly, some individuals, as Abraham,
Job, and Zaccheus, have been rich, and yet some of the most

pious and best of men. But not without gaining them

honestly, and using them to good purposes afterwards
;
for

&quot;they
that will be rich, (at all events) fall into temptation and

a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition.&quot; 1 Tim. vi. 9. Hence
the love of money, which is called the root of all evil, must
be guarded against by the purest and best of people, or else

it will finally sink and eternally ruin them ;
and people who

are successful in all their undertakings, should take timely
care to counteract this avaricious principle, or else, like for

nication or any other deadly sin, it will at length pierce them

through with many sorrows.



38 fROM OHIO

Are you a man of speculation, reader a trader in houses

and land a man of prosperity, and trying to add house to

house and field to field ? Are you anxious to get rich ? Have
you an estate or two in possession already, and still rising

early and late taking rest to gain more? If so, how much
would you wish to have? Is itjhe good of your children

only that you are seeking, or are you anxious 10 make them
rich, without regard to consequences? Stop, and consider !

Pause for a moment, and ask your better judgment what is

best for them. Ill gotten and unsanctified wealth, perhaps,
has ruined many. Give a boy ten thousand dollars, and he
is too rich to begin to creep, and walk, and use the caution of
the poor man s son ;

but by beginning on a large scale,with,

out either caution, experience, or acuteness, to get more, he
sometimes loses all, and becomes worse than others. Hence,
study their safety by plainness and bringing them down rather

than raising them to an unprotected elevation in their vain

popularity
and aggrandizement. To be too anxious to save

a fortune for them to give them a polite education and send

them to the dancing school to accomplish them to take one

step after another to elevate them in the world without suffi

cient merit in themselves to remain there to introduce there

into the highest circles in society by making physicians or

lawyers of them, or raising them above what they are quali

fied for, may prove fatal by finally degrading instead of lead

ing them to honor. How much better is the character of a

pious and humble mechanic than a proud and discontented

rich man, with all the honors that can be conferred upon him !

It is better, reader, to leave your children in circumstances

suited to their capacity, than to raise them above what they
are fit for and bring them to poverty. Observe, that there

is the blessing or curse of the Lord which you may bring

upon them. Saul forfeited his kingdom, and Jonathan also

buffered in the battle. The families of Jeroboam and Ahab
were disinherited and cut off: and the leprosy ofNaaman was
denounced against Gehazi and his seed for ever. Hence, it

appears that we may not only bring a curse upon ourselves,

but, in a temporal point of view, upon our posterity also, and

which may remain for generations afterward. And are you
not convinced that you may imbibe such a spirit of covetous-

ness that nothing but bringing you and your children to the

most abject poverty can atone for? No repentance or sacri

fice, probably, can be accepted without this that is, to some

people and in some cases. And is it not probable, in some
other cases, that want of prosperity, extreme poverty, afflic

tion, &c. are occasioned by a frowning providence for pride,
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oppression, injustice, and other sins formerly committed and

still unrepented of?

Would you wish, then, to leave a blessing upon your pro-

perty after you? If so
; permit me to drop a few words for

your serious consideration on this subject. First, beware

how you get your riches. &quot; Wealth gotten by vanity,&quot;
saith

Solomon, &quot; shall be diminished ; but he that gathereth by la

bor, shall increase.&quot; Prov.xiii.il. Some people withhold

the laborer s hire, others rob the fatherless, oppress the poor,
or obtain their wealth by dishonest means. Beware how you
follow such examples, and see that you never purchase
riches in so wicked and dishonorable a manner. Avoid all

intriguing, tricking, and gambling all over-reaching, cun

ning, and unjust measures all usury, bad money, &c.

Secondly, devote what you have to wise and judicious pur

poses. Many people get a daal of money and lavish it away
upon useless objects. They do not consider that their money
(as well as their time and every other talent) is a precious

gift of God, which ought to be used prudently for their own
use and the benefit of others. Thirdly, devote a portion of

your income, as an expression of gratitude, in a free-will of

fering to the Lord. &quot;Jacob vov/ed a vow, saying, If God
will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and

will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I

Come again to my father s house in peace; then shall the Lord

be my God : And this stone which I have set up for a pillar,

shall be God s house
;
and of dl that thou ehalt give me, I

will surely give the tenth unto thee.&quot; Gen. xxviii. 20 22.

Zaccheus still more liberally declared that he gave half his

goods to feed tliQ poor. Follow these worthy examples,

reader, and present your offerings to God by faith in Christ

Jesus, and you will find them to be a blessing to thyself and U&amp;gt;

thy children after thee.

In conclusion, remember that it is your duty to labor and

gain by honest means all you can. This is not wrong ; God
has given you this privilege ; najr, he hath called you to do

go to do what he hath called you to with all your might.
But then let it be to minister to others of your abundance,

seeing there are so many in the human family who have not

a capacity to help themselves. And is it not more honora

ble to administer to others
; more blessed to give than to re

ceive? Let thy abundance, therefore, be liberally diffused

among the poor, the afflicted ; to the stranger and the father

less ; and cause the widow s heart to Ung for joy
&quot; And I

say unto you, make to yourselves friends of the mammon of
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unrighteousness ;
that when ye fail, they may receive you

into everlasting habitations.&quot; Luke xvi.9.

Hast thou not tried the earthly ? say,
Are not its pleasures for a day 1

Its splendors vanishing away 1

O, try the Lord and prove him !

He veils his face, but not in wrath ;

No eye hath seen the glorious path,
The things thy Heavenly Father hath

Prepared for those that love him !

Let earthly things arrest thee not
There is above a brighter spot,
And power to gain that blessed lot,

To thee is freely given.
Seek not on earth thy Paradise r

Its hopes are vain its friendship flies ;

And O ! for thee prepared there is

A Paradise in heaven !

[NO. VIII.

Some places, as retired country situations,apparently advantageous
and more desirable than others,

&amp;lt;SfC.

Some neighborhoods and
some individuals more conspicuousfor kindness, hospitality, dfrc.A specimen of Americanplainness, humanity, &amp;lt;SfC.

in the reli

gious character, family, and -country life of Mr. Truman, (so

called) God s regardfor the poo*-, and on anecdote of a poor
lutpiuus man in England Reflections.

Although happiness is not confined exclusively to the

apartments of the rich, nor wretchedness found only in the

habitations of the poor ; although virtue may be found in the

crowd and vice in the desert s waste
;
and although there 13

no place so retired as to secure our happiness, nor any em.

ployment without guilt that can make us miserable : yet, in

passing through a country where there are such a diversity of

situations, there seem to be some places which would be ad

vantageous to live in, and some people s lots much prefera
ble to others. The situations I have reference to, are those

plain, solitary, yet pleasant habitations we sometimes see in

the country, and the people who inhabit them are those who
neither indulge themselves in luxuries, nor lack the necessa

ries of life&amp;gt; a people whose care it is to resign themselves

to the order of providence, and devote themselves to prayer
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and praise who labor to avoid a conformity to the spirit and
manners of the world that they may slumber in peace, and

that, after the troubles and afflictions of life, they may find

health and happiness in heaven. Such people appear free

from painful anxiety either through fear or ambition
;
are at

an equal distance between poverty and riches
, and, in gene

ral, perhaps enjoy as much peace as any people on earth.

In passing through the country, I found some neighbor
hoods and some individuals who were more conspicuous than

others for kindness, hospitality, &c. Some would entertain

a stranger without any hesitation others would do it, but re

luctantly ; but some would not do it at all. Some people s

hearts and doors were open to a foreigner, but at others

there was an insurmountable barrier no room within, or, as

it were, a lion in the way. When passing through a neigh
borhood about fifty miles south of the canal, I called at a re

spectable farmer s house, whose inmates with courteous and
christian-like behavior, bade me welcome a second let me
rest at noon and another shewed no mark of reluctance to

my remaining for the night. The latter was the plain cot

tage of Mr. Truman, as I shall call him, and whom I shall

apeak of a little further at large.

Being on a trading excursion, and late in the day, I asked
the privilege of Mrs. T. to tarry for the night, and she made
no hesitation. Their plain habitation was probably a log
house. In this retired spot, however, there were peace and

plenty, kindness and gentleness, and a manifestation of good
nature equal to my wants. Here was nothing apparently

superfluous, nor any thing wanting ; nothing fine, foppish,
or extravagant ;

no use/ess ornaments or expensive furni

ture to decorate the humble mansion : nor did there appear
any pride, contention, or discontentment; no corroding
cares or distrust in the gracious providence that had /litherto

blessed them. No peevishness, murmurings, or unthankful-

ness. Nothing but what was simple and unaffected a sim

plicity of manners untarnished by formality, compliment, or

ceremony. Meantime, there was nothing contrary to clean

liness, decency, and modesty ; no low expression, vulgar or

profane language.
&quot;

Charity behaveth itself not unseemly,&quot;

And all of one mind ;
there was no discord, no opposition!

no dissenting voice. United in affection as parents and chil

dren, and manifesting a parental tenderness on one side, and
a filial submission on the other, they could harmoniously
unite their strength together, and draw as in an even yoke.
Stimulated by parental love to provide every thing that

would make their family and household happy, and the chil-
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dren, as far as I could see, being affectionate and
towards each other, there was an unbroken thread of har

mony.
We will suppose that Mr. Truman was a son ofAbraham,

because he partook of the same spirit and did the same
works. He entertained strangers. He was probably a
kinsman of the pilgrims, who, for the sake of religion, fled to

America many years ago. Being more or less wearied with

my journey, and desirous of restoring my exhausted strength

by a little rest, as soon as an opportunity presented itself, I

asked the privilege to retire. My request, though not sup

per time, was immediately granted. A door was opened
into a room where there were two beds in an adjoining

apartment there were two beds more : and whether these

two peaceful rooms on the ground floor were made by a

leaning shantee or not I cannot tell. Howbeit, the house

was so small that the beds filled the rooms
;
the roof or floor

above were as low as an humble mind could wish them to be,

and although there was not a foot to spare for any other fur

niture, or room probably to open the doors without grating

agaii st the beds, the floor or ceiling, yet both rooms and fur

niture were clean and sweet as the morning air. In the

evening (if I remember right) they asked me to join them in

prayer, and thus mutually commend each other to God and
the protection of his providence. At bed-time the good man
waited upon me, to supply any lack for my comfort till morn

ing. Being grateful for his kindness to me as a stranger,
and reflecting upon the happy circumstances in which he

was placed, I reminded him of it by observing,
&quot; You are

the happy man, if you can but think so,&quot; when he in effect

replied, &quot;We will be contented.&quot; Hence, after making me
as comfortable as he could, he left me for the night to my
quiet repose. And, truly, I may say,

Sweet were the comforts of that peaceful cot.

Such is the situation of a country life, which, from its

quietness, is partially a life of tranquillity and peace. Re
mote from the clamors of the city, and the dissipation occa
sioned by a crowded population ; untainted with pride con

tracted by associating with people in fashionable life
; distant

from the vanities, the temptations, and the foolish fashions of

the multitude ; not vexed with the filthy conversation of

wicked and profane men, independent of the rich, nor under

any obligation to submit to useless ceremonies ; having no-

painful emotions from slander by the intruding gossip who is
.
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listening after the news of the day ; and being tolerably free

from worldly ambition, or having their desires excited by tho

fascinating charms of increasing fortune, they appear con

tent with such things as they have, and spend their days in

solitude*and peace. Such, then, is the satisfaction of those

people who are content with such things as they have the

men who have what is necessary, and yet are free from lux

ury and worldly ambition. Many families of plainness and
kindness I have found in the country, and I take such people
as Mr. Truman and his family as a specimen of the original

plainness and hospitality of the true spirited American. And
such are the comforts and pleasures of retirement of a plain

and an industrious people whose lives and manners exhibit to

others the beauties of religion in a country life.

Tell me no more of earthly toys,
Of sinful mirth, of carnal joys,
The things I lov d before :

Let me but view my Savior s face,

And feel his animating grace,
And I desire no more.

Tell me no more of praise and wealth,
Of careless ease and blooming health,

For they have all their snares :

Let me but feel my sins forgiven,
And see my name enroll d in heaven,
And I am free from cares.

Tell me no more of lofty towers,

Delightful gardens, fragrant bowers,
For these are trifling things :

The little room for me design d,

Will suit as well my easy mind

As palaces of kings.

Tell me no more of crowding guests,
Of gaudy dress and sumptuous feasts,

Extravagance and waste :

My little table thinly spread,
With wholesome herbs and wholesome bread,
Will better suit my taste.

Give me a bible in my hand,
A heart to read, and understand

This sure unerring word :

I d urge no company to stay,

But sit alone from day to day,
And converse with the Lord.
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Although poverty is not chosen, but abhorred by men, and
the greatest degree of it cannot be endured without pain by
the humblest characters

; yet it appears that God hjas a pe
culiar regard for those who are the subjects of it.

&quot; Blessed
be ye poor,&quot; said Christ. &quot;Hath not God chosen.the poor
of this world (asks St. James) rich in faith and heirs of the

kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him ?&quot;

Luke vi. 20. James ii. 5. Hence it appears that God hath

given them the first invitation to his kingdom, and although
poverty is irksome to flesh and blood, yet in the order of

providence it may be necessary to the soul s highest exalta
tion in the kingdom of heaven. &quot; We are heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with h;m, that
we may be also glorified together.&quot; Rom. viii. 17. To
uffer with him, is to be conformed to his life and death ; but
how are the rich, in the midst of their possessions, conforma
ble to him who had not where to lay his head ?

Look up, then, ye poor and afflicted ! ye desolate and
forsaken ! Gird up your loins and suffer patiently, and for-

get not that poverty and affliction are no proofs of God s eter
nal displeasure. Humble yourselves under his mighty hand,
and remember that he hath no pleasure in the death of a sin

ner, nor willingly afflicteth the children of men. Let me
give you an anecdote which I received from the mouth of a
minister in England. &quot;I went,&quot; said he,

&quot; to visit a poor
man in his affliction, who told him he could not die happily,
because he had debts which he could not pay ; supposing
them fo be a few shillings to one, a few shillings to a second,
and about the same sum to a third person, not amounting to

a pound in all. I mentioned the difficulty to a few friends,
and we contributed a few pounds, which paid the debts and
left something for funeral expenses. When this was done,
the. poor man was delivered from his trouble

; and, stretch

ing out his arms, he in effect said : As sure as there is a
God in heaven, I shall go to him

;
and not only so, but I

know that he will take care of my family. I thought (said

the minister) that I would take notice of this family; and
when I was on a journey some years afterwards, I went out

ofmy way to inquire after it : and I found that the eldest-eon
was married and comfortably settled on a farm as an occu-

pier of land
; the second son was in a situation of nearly a

hundred pounds sterling per annum
;
and the third was in

business as a tradesman and all ofthem members of a reli

gious society, or at least steady men, and hearers of the goa.

pel.&quot; Such were tho words of this poor dying man, and
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such are the inestimable advantages ofreligion at the hour of

death.

Hence, in concluding this number, permit me to notice

further, First, the personal advantages ofreligion at the hour

of death to this dying man
; and, Secondly, the advantages

of it to his posterity.

First, its personal, advantages.
&quot; As sure as there is a

God in heaven, J shall go to him.&quot; In this language there

was no unbelief, no doubt or fear, but the full assurance of

faith; and this assurance on the borders of immortality !

Happy man ! Although he had no estates or property to

leave his children, yet he had peace at last, and an happy as

surance of God s favor to himself and family, and that when
called to leave even his little cottage on earth, he knewthat
he had a house above, eternal in the heavens. No apparent
derangement, but a calmness of soul, and a rational use of all

its faculties. He could think and speak and glorify God.
He could take leave ofhis friends and family as one who was

going a pleasant journey going home.

&quot; His God sustained him in the final hour,
His final hour brought glory to his God.&quot;

Had it not been for the special favor of God in this hour of

extremity, he night have been deprived ofreason
;
but in his

favor there is life life evF.n in death. Under his frown there

is death even in the prime of life.
&quot;

Verily, verily, I say unto

you, if a man keep my saying, he shall never see death/

John viii. 51.

Secondly, notice the advantages of religion to liis posterity.
&quot; I know that he will take care ofmy family.&quot; God sheweth

mercy (saith Moses) unto a thousand generations of them
that love him and keep his commandments. Yea, and he
does this to a certain extent for the fathers sakes. Hence,
because Phineas was zealous in executing judgment, he gave
him and his seed after him an everlasting priesthood. Unto
Abraham God promised,

&quot; By myself have I sworn, saith the

Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not with

held thy son, thine only son : that in blessing I will bless thee,
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of

heaven,&quot; &c. Unto David God promised,
&quot; If his children

forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments, &c. then will

I visit their transgressions with the rod, and their iniquity
with stripes ; nevertheless, my loving kindness will I not ut

terly take from him, nor sGfTer my faithfulness to fail.&quot; And
to the Reehabites, for their faithfulness, God declared, &quot;Jon.
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adab, the son of Reehab, shall not want a man to stand before

me for ever.&quot; Num. xxvii. 13. Gen. xxii. 16, 17. Psa.

Ixxxix. 30 33. Jer. xxxv. 19. Hence it appears that some

people have been so piously devoted to God, and so faithful in

discharging their duty towards him, that he has established hi

covenant with them, and blessed the children after them.

Lastly, we may observe that, by a communication of his

will to Abraham as a patriarch, and to David, by the mouth of

the prophets ; so, under the gospel, by his Holy Spirit, God
can ive a man a satisfactory assurance of his favor both to

him and his children. Pie had probably prayed for himself

and family for many years, and God had given him faith to

believe that his petitions should be answered. &quot; The secret

ofthe Lord is with them that fsar him, and he shews them hi3

covenant.&quot; ouch are the advantages and privileges of God s

faithful people. He blesses and lie makes known his will to

them. &quot; Shall I hide from Abraham,&quot; said God, &quot; the thing
which I do t&quot; And if riot, will he withhold any important in

telligence from us, if we are equally faithful to his commands

by living unto him 7 How desirable then is the favor of God !

And how much better to leave a family in his favor than with

great riches ! Let me die the death of the righteous, and let

my latter end and future state be like unto theirs.

NO. IX.

Whether a country life is most advantageous to piety or not, re

tirement is of importance in all circumstances This duty
must not be neglected It is not only a duty, but a gracious

privilege, fyc. Faithfulness in opulent circumstances

possible, exemplified in Abraham ; his solitude, fyc.

Reflections, fyc. &amp;lt;f*e.

Whether a country life is more advantageous than that of

the city, or more desirable to the serious reader, or not, an
occasional degree of retirement is of importance to all peo

ple. Man is such a compound of flesh and
spirit,

such a

mortal and such a sinner, that food and rest, retirement and

prayer, (if he is a believer) are indispensably necessary to

the welfare of his body and soul. Can any individual remain

in health without a daily supply of bread and water ? Does
Dot the weather-beaten mariner want a quiet recess in the

peaceful arbor? Can even the publican utter his groans or

give full vent to his grief without entering into his closet ?
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And is it possible for an established believer, a father in

Christ Jesus, or the most venerated character, to keep hia

soul alive without it ? Did not our Lord himself retire into

solitary places? If so, is it not essentially necessary to us

as sinners ? Hence, whether we live in the city or the coun-

try, a proper attention to this duty is of great importance to

our best interest.

Yes, an attention to this duty is of vast importance, and if

we would be eminent for piety, we must not neglect it.

The most devoted characters in all ages, as Enoch, Abra

ham, Elias, and the apostles, enjoyed solitude or retirement.

Did not Enoch s walking with God imply that he walked not

with, nor in fellowship with the world ? Does not his exam

ple teach us that he turned his steps from, rather than that

he sought an intimate acquaintance with it? And does not

the phrase,
&quot; He walked with God,&quot; imply that he lived in

his closet enjoyed solitude and that he sought places suit

able for reflection, where he could hold communion with

him? that the shady grove, the solitary walk, or the mid

night shade bore no terrifying aspect to him ? And did he
not seek a greater abstractedness from, rather than desire its

friendship, its toys or vanities ? If so, ought not we to fol

low him as he followed that which is good ? Must not every
one who would be like him, seek after the same deadness to

the world, or follow him, in order to enjoy the same commu
nion with God ? And if we do this, will not the same course
lead us to the same end ? Must not the same exercise of
faith and prayer, the ame desire and hope, the same method
and means, the same efforts and exertions, the same steadi

ness and perseverance, (when grounded upon faith in Christ

Jesus) lead us to the same devotedness and exalted station ?

It is true that men, pious and godly men, must not go out of
the world and leave it in the hands of Satan, but they must
keep theii distance. They must not remain so long as to
let wickedness leaven the little spark of grace they have in

them, instead of letting others feel the salutary influence of
their company, or bringing the rebellious over to godliness.
Characters who are like lights in a dark place, must not with-
draw themselves and leave others to stumble and fall into

idolatry, but they must trim their lamps and keep awake
;

they must stand at a distance, and shed their radiance upon
others ; they must endeavor to retain their savor, that, as the
salt of the earth, they may season and keep it from putrefac
tion.

Hence let us take it for granted not only that a proper-
tionable degree of retirement ia essential to our happiness
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and the good of others, but rejoice that God has graciously

given us such a privilege the privilege of waiting upon him
alone ; and that he has commanded us to use it, that we may
be happy and find rest to our souls. Yet many carelessly

neglect it, and others, through a multiplicity of engagements,
are carried down, as it were, into an ocean of worldly cares

that they cannot enjoy it. Does not the pious farmer see

and feel his danger in this particular? the young man, who
has lately entered upon the business of life, and whose world

ly avocations crowd upon him so fast that he is obliged to

deny himself or find loss in his soul ? Labor of different

kinds come in in succession, and he is anxious to do each in

its season, and hence without prayer,watchfulness and retire

ment, he is carried forward and onward, year after year,

till, through a multiplicity of business, though his land is cul

tivated, his soul brings forth no fruit to perfection. O, my
Saviour, give me what is necessary and contentment, and
suffer me not to be drunken and surfeited with the cares ef
this life.

But it is not impossible even in opulent circumstances to

be faithful to God. No : Abraham was rich in things per

taining to this life, nevertheless his riches and worldly en-

gagements did not prevent his building an altar unto the

Lord. He had a large family, but he governed himself, and
commanded his household likewise. He had many things in

connection with his family and the world his flocks and
herds of cattle to engage his attention but these things did

not hinder him from being sometimes alone. O, sweet re

tirement, when the heart is cleansed from the impure love of

the world ! Happy are the people who can enjoy and make
a proper use of it. And blessed is the man who, at all times,

has his heart free to wait upon the Lord. It was not in the

city or in the crowd, but in the plains of Mature and other

places of retirement, probably, where Abraham had many
interviews with the Lord. Sitting in his tent door, and, per

haps, contemplating the perfections of Jehovah, or some for-

mer intercourse he had had with beings more than mortal,

he lifted up his eyes, and lo ! three men stood by him. De

siring to have some intercourse with them, as messengers
from heaven, he ran and bowed himselftowards the ground :

or, being of an humble, hospitable character himself; he was

not above entertaining them though strangers. Hence he

saluted them (though in the name of the Lord) in the kindest

manner. &quot; My Lord,&quot; said he,
&quot;

if now I have found favor

in thy sight, pass not away, &c.&quot;
&quot; Let a little water, 1 pray

you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves un-
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der the tree, &c.&quot; And Abraham hastened and ordered

some cakes, and ran and fetched a calf, &c. How gener
ous and kind was such conduct ! Like the good Samaritan,
he entertained and supplied their wants to the full ! What a

spirit of hospitality was here ! Here was no pride to cause

him to look above them no haughtiness to give pain or force

them from his door no want of humility necessary to honor

them, nor any lack of love to entreat them with kindness. O,

my God, bless me with the finest feelings of sympathy the

human heart is capable of the lendereslpity and the warm,
est charity. Enable me to enter into the feelings and wants
of others, that at least I may learn to love though I cannot
iclieve them!

Abraham was sitting alone. So it might seem to all hu
man observation, but the plains and the mountains might be
full of ministering spirits and chariots of fire. The most soli-

tary places, perhaps, are not without their daily visitants.

The most secluded place in the wilderness, or the most
crowded part of the city, is not destitute of the presence of

Him, who filleth both the earth and the heavens with his

greatness. Nay, when people appear the most alone, they
may have the greatest company surrounding them. Abra
ham and Lot entertained angels. An angel appeared to

Elijah, to Daniel, and others. And what reason have we to

suppose that these pure and heavenly spirits are not encom

passing us about, both by day and night ?
&quot; Are they not

all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation ?&quot; Hence may we not suppose
that they are daily patrolling our avenues

; our walks and our

gardens ? the groves, the bowers, and the most sequestered
corners? And why should we think it incredible that the

spirit of a departed sister, brother or friend frequently visits

us, or that the spirit of an affectionate parent hovers over us

that one or more of our friends frequently look into our

chambers, or our closets, and observe our actions ? Is such

liberty contrary to the laws of the invisible world? If it is

not, and our secret actions are laid open to the world of spi

rits, as well as to the broad eye of Him who will bring every
idle word into judgment, &quot;what manner of persons ought we
to be in all holy conversation and

godliness.&quot;

How awful then is our situation ! and how necessary it is

to withdraw to inspect our actions, and seek for grace, to

live unblameably in it. For &quot; the world,&quot; says an English
writer,

&quot; is a troubled ocean ; and who can erect stable pur

poses on its fluctuating waves ?&quot; The world is a school of

wrong ; and who does not feel himself warping to its perni*
5
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eious influences ? On this sea of glass, how insensibly we
slide from our own steadfastness ! Some sacred truth, which

Was struck in lively characters on our souls, is obscured if

not obliterated. Some worthy resolution, which heaven had

wrought in our hearts, is shaken if not overthrown. Some

enticing vanity, which we had solemnly renounced, again

practices its wiles and captivates our affections^ How often

has a word of applause dropt lucious poison into our ears ; or

some disrespectful expression raised a gust of passion in our

bosoms 1 Our innocence is of so tender a constitution that it

suffers in the promiscuous crowd. Our purity is of so deli-

cate a complexion that it scarce touches on the world without

Contracting a slain. We see, we hear with peril.

But here safety dwells Every meddling and intrusive

avocation is secluded. Silence holds the door against the

strife of tongues, and all the impertinences of idle conversa

tion. The busy swarms of vain images and cajoling tempta

tions, which beset us with a buzzing imporiunity amidst the

gaieties of life, are chased by these thickening shades. Here

I may, without disturbance, commune with my own heart,

and learn that best of sciences to know myself. Here the

soul may rally her dissipated powers, and grace recover its

native energy* This is the opportunity to rectify every evil

impression
to expel the poison, and guard against the con-

tagion of corrupxing examples. This is the place where I

may, with advantage, apply myself to subdue the rebel with-

in ;
and be master not of a sceptre, but of myself. Throng

then, ye ambitious, the levees of the powerful ;
I will be

punctual in my assignations with solitude. To a mind intent

upon its own improvement, solitude has charms incompara

bly more engaging than the entertainments presented in the

theatre, or the honors conferred in the drawing room.

I said solitude. Am I then alone ? Tis true my acquain

tance are at a distance. I have stole away from company,
and am remote from all human observation. But that is ad

alarming thought.

&quot; Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth

Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep.&quot;

Par. Lost, Book IV., 677.

Perhaps there may be numbers of these invisible beings

patrolling this same retreat, and joining with me in contem

plating the Creator s works. Perhaps those ministering

spirits, who rejoice at the conversion of a sinner, and hold up

the goings of the righteous, may follow us to this lonely re

cess, and even in our most solitary moments be our constant
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Attendants. What a pleasing awe is awakened by such a re

jection ! How venerable it renders my retired walks 1 I

am struck with reverence as under the roof of sorae sacred

edifice, or in the presence-chamber of some mighty monarch.
O ! may I never bring any .pride of imagination, nor indulge
the least dissolute affection where such refined and exalted

intelligences exercise their watch? Tis possible that I am.

encompassed with such a cloud of witnesses ;
but it is cer

tain that God, the infinite, eternal God, is now and ever with

me. The great Jehovah, before whom all the angelic armies

&quot;bow their heads and veil their faces, surrounds me, supports
me, pervades me. &quot;In. Him I live, move, and have my be-

ing.&quot;
The whole world is his august temple ;

and in the

most sequestered corner I appear before his adorable majesty
no less than when I worship in his house or kneel at his altar.

In every place, therefore, let me pay Him the homage of a
heart cleansed from idols and devoted to his service. In

every circumstance let me feel no ambition but to please
him, nor covet any happiness but tg enjoy him.

&quot; How sublime is the description, and how striking the

sentiment in that noble passage of the Psalms !
* Whither

shall I go from thy spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy pre
sence? If I climb up into the heights of heaven thou art

there, enthroned in light. If I go down into the depths of

the grave thou art there also, in the pavillion of darkness.

If I retire to the remotest eastern climes where the morning
first takes wing ; if, swifter than the darting ray, I pass to the

opposite regions of the west, and remain in the uttermost

parts of the sea, shall I, in that distant region, be beyond thy
reach, or, by this sudden transition, escape thy notice ! So
far from it, that could I, with one glance of thought, trans

port myself beyond the bounds of creation, I should still be
encircled with the immensity of thy essence ; or, rather, still

be enclosed in the hollow of thy hand. Awful, yet delightful
truth ! Let it be interwoven with every thought, and be
come one with the very consciousness of my existence !

That I may continually walk with God, and conduct myself
in every step of my behaviour, as seeing HIM that is invi.

sible.
&quot;

They are the happy persons felicity true, felicity is all

their own who live under an habitual sense of God s omni.

presence, and a sweet persuasion of his special love. If dan.

gers threaten, their impregnable defence is at hand. Noth

ing can be so near to terrify, as their Almighty Guardian to

secure them. To these the hours can never be tedious
; and

it is impossible to be alone. Do they step aside from occu.
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pations of animal life ? a more exalted set of employments
engage their attention. They address themselves, in all

the various acts of devotion, to their Heavenly Father, who
now sees in secret, and will hereafter reward them openly.

They spread all their wants before his indulgent eye, and dis

burden all their sorrows into his compassionate bosom. Do
they withdraw from human society ? they find themselves un
der the more immediate regards of their Maker. If they re

sign the satisfactions of social intercourse, it is to cultivate a

correspondence with the condescending Deity, and taste the

pleasures of divine friendship. What is such u state but the
suburbs of heaven 1 What is such a conduct but an ante-

past of eternal blessedness ?&quot;

No. X.

The duty and advantages of prayer contemplated, SfC. Its

importance and effects when faithfully attended to, fyc.

Notwithstanding its importance, many professors live too

much in the neglect of it, fyc. Nor is it expected that all

people can attend to it alike. Afew characters mentioned
who have distinguished themselves by their application to it.

Its design, effects, fyc., fyc.

Having written a little in commendation of solitude and a

country life, permit me to spend a short time now exclu

sively in contemplating the duty and advantages of prayer
a duty this, perhaps, of ah others, the most important. With
out it we can never live to any good purpose never enjoy
ourselves happily in our present situation never answer the

noble end of our creation, as accountable creatures, nor ulti

mately find our way to heaven. A partial attention to it

shews our ignorance of its importance, while a proper con
viction of our obligation, and an unremitting attention to it,

leads to consequences beyond our power of calculation. A
privilege this also, which, in importance, is not inferior, per
haps, to the employment of angels, and which cDnnects itself

with the greatest blessings heaven has promised to bestow.

The importance of this duty is such that men ought always
to pray, saith our Lord, and not to faint ;

and St. Paul ex
horted the Thessalonians to pray without ceasing. A faithful

attention to ii has done wonders
; and God always regards

the prayers of persons, we will suppose, in proportion to their

faith and fidelity.
* The effectual, fervent prayer of a right-



TO NEW YORK. 53

eous man availeth much.&quot; How much we cannot tell. Mor
tals cannot fathom its beneficial effects, nor calculate its

amount of good to man. What is there that has not been

done in answer to it ? It has opened the heavens and dried

up the sea. It preserved the Hebrews in the fire, and sup

ported others while consumed by it. The sick have been

cured of the most inveterate diseases
;

devils have been cast

out, and the dead raised to life. Speaking of the ancient

worthies, St. Paul says,
&quot; Who, through faith, (which was

animated and perfected by prayer) subdued kingdoms,

wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths

of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of

the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant

in fight, turned to
flight

the armies of the aliens ;
women re

ceived their dead raised to life again, and others were tor

tured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a

better resurrection :&quot; Heb., xi. All blessings all neces

sary power and protection has been given, in answer to

prayer, but no blessing or protection can be secured without

it. In answer to prayer, sinners have been converted, others

have been delivered from dangers, and prodigal children have

been reclaimed and returned to their fathers house. It is

jfrobable that there never was a soul converted to God but

in answer to prayer ; and it is on this condition that the bless

ings of Providence and grace are enjoyed and perpetuated
unto us. And this is all founded in Christ Jesus, who first

undertook our cause, purchased salvation for us, and ever

liveth to make intercession for US our Lord and Saviour,
who is all in all.

Such is the importance of this duty, and yet we too little

regard it, and many professors, in this day, are living nearly
in the neglect of it. Some have no prayer in their families

seldom enter into their closets, or bow their knees to Him
who seeth in secret. If this is our case if, under such cir

cumstances, we can be called pious people, yet we are not

eminently so. We cannot be. reckoned among the princes of
God s people, nor numbered with his first-born in glory ever

lasting. No : people who will be eminent for piety, must
be eminent for prayer. They always go together. This is

the love of God, saith St. John, that we keep his command,
ments and these call us to repent and believe to watch
and pray with perseverance. Our Lord upbraided his disci

ples for unfaithfulness for asking so little for asking com
paratively nothing in his name, and asked whether they could

not watch with him one hour, Hence if it is true that what
soever his disciples ask in his name shall be granted that
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God is faithful to his own promise, and can do abundantly-
above all that they can ask or think and that although hea
ven and earth may pass away, yet his words shall not pass
away without soonor or later receiving their accomplishment.
What enemies people are to themselves that they do not en-
deavor more to cultivate ihis

spirit, and avail themselves of so

great a privilege.
It is not, however, supposed that all people can attend to

the same rules of holy living as others, or that all are equally
blest with regard to privilege. Consequently it will not do
for the husbandman to neglect his daily avocations, the me
chanic his employment, the servant his master s work, nor
the mother the affairs of her family. By no means. The
minister is called to an holy calling, and can give himself

Unto prayer the individual with a sufficient competency, can
have time to trade only with heaven and the pious female,
in such circumstances, need not be hindered from serving God
with fastings and prayers, day and night. In these respects,

also, God hath made men to differ. Some have Jess worldly
embarrassment by having all things provided, while others

must labor for themselves and families. God mercifully
blesses some who have no time no place, at all times, to

bow the knee
;
but this implies no guilt ; whereas to have op.

portunttes afforded and not improve them, is sinful. The
thief, poor fellow, cried in his distress, &quot;Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy kingdom.&quot; &quot;And Jesus said unto

him, verily I say unto thee, to-day shall thou be with me in

Paradise.&quot; This was doing above all he asked or thought
of. But there are some blest with opportunities they do not

improve, while others use their time and other talents to

greater advantage.
Mr. John Welsh, a Scotch minister, (who, as his biogra

pher has informed us, was a holy and prophetical man of God)
was accustomed to spend eight hours out of the twenty-four
in private prayer. Such was this man s importunity such
was his faithfulness in this duty, and such were his pleadings
at a throne of grace. Surely this was striving for all the

power of godliness, and exerting his strength to make sure

work for eternity. This was living to a good purpose, by
warring a good warfare, and fighting not as one who beateth

the air. Such a life of diligence, with a uniformity in other

duties, would procure the testimony of a good conscience

would lead to the highest spiritual enjoyments, and finally be

crowned with the calmest and most triumphant end. O,

happy men that thus pray ! who pray till their souls are ab
sorbed and lost in God. This seems to be the direct way to
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Jose themselves in the immensity of Him who is all in all. By
such an evangelical faithfulness, the believer leaves all hia

doubts and fears behind, and obtains confidence towards God
stands prepared to meet the afflictions incident to his earth

ly pilgrimage, and becomes qualified, under the Captain of

his salvation, to meet death with all his terrors,

A certain divine in England, in effect said, that he was
much affected by reading an account of the Farrar (or Far-

rer) family, at Little Gidding, in Huntingdonshire, and de

sired to see such another family in any of the three kingdoms ;

a family, it seems, much devoted to God, and which was
made the talk of the country for righteousness sake. Hence
a certain individual made a visit, in order to enquire into their

way of living; and among several particulars he gave of

their fidelity in a letter to a friend, there stand the following :

&quot; There were every night two (alternately) continued their

devotions, that went not to bed until the rest rose.&quot; The
same pious divine, in effect, said, that he despaired for many
years of seeing any person stand m competition with Mon
sieur De Renty (a French nobleman) and Gregory Lopez
(a hermit in America). And in the life of the former it is

stated (if my memory does not deceive me) that he some
times spent two, three, four or five hours in prayer in a day.
From the life of the latter, I insert the following quotation :

&quot;

Being one day in prayer in a church at Toledo, God gave
him a fuller and stronger resolution than he had ever yet had
of executing his design to live wholly to him. But as reso

lutions of importance ought not to be made but in conse

quence ofmuch prayer, he passed several days in prayer and

watching in the church of Guadaloupe, to obtain light how
to proceed in what he purposed ; and hereby he was more
and more determined to quit both the court, and his friends,
and native country, that there might be no obstruction to the

entire dovotion of himself to God, which his soul continually

.panted after.&quot;

Of Xavier, to the best of my recollection, it is recorded

that, when on a certain voyage at sea, he accustomed him
self to rise at midnight, arid spend the time, till the rising of
the sun, in prayer ;

that he used to retire to a place of solitary
seclusion for the space of two hours after dinner

;
and that

he requested a young man to call him at the end of that time,

who, on one occasion, found him so absorbed in God, so

wrapt up in his devotions, or, rather, so lost to all things here
below and transported to heaven, that he perceived him not.

Finding him seated with his arms across his breast and hia

eyes raised towards heaven, he left him undisturbed for the
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present. In effect he declared that he could not interrupt thd

repose of a man who had the appearance of an angel, and
seemed to enjoy the pleasures of paradise. Calling on him
about two hours afterwards he found him still in he same

position, when, by jogging or shaking, he brought him to

himself; who, nevertheless, having been caught up, as it

were, into the heavens, found himself but little disposed to

business of earth
;
and hence &quot; we will take another

day,&quot;

said he,
&quot; to speak to the viceroy, for I perceive that God in

tends having this day wholly to himself.&quot;

But we have also individuals of ancient as well as of mod
ern date who have thus distinguished themselves. We have

scripture characters. Elias was a man who prayed earn-

estly, frequently, and with importunity. David declared that

he gave himself unto prayer, which implies a perpetual plead,

ing with God, beyond the practice of formal professors ;
and

someworthies of the Jewish captivity so lived that they durst

brave the threats of their enemies, and all Hiat they could do

by fire and torture to afflict them, though it might cost them
an immediate forfeiture of life. In the New Testament we
read of Anna, the prophetess, who served God with fastings
and prayers night and day ;

of Cornelius, who prayed to God

always ;
and our Lord, who continued all night in prayer to

God.
The design of prayer is to make us happy. God com-

mands us to use it to enquire of and shew our dependence
upon him

;
and it may not be exclusively intended to inform

hitn of our wants, but, by its use, to wean us from earth, and

prepare us for blessings he is waiting to give. It should be

so used as to have this happy effect upon us. It can never
be practised too much, providing sin is given up no work
of importance is neglected, and providing it be offered up in

sincerity. This is certain, from many of our Lord s words

in commanding it
; reproving his disciples for asking so little,

and by urging the duty upon them by such gentle motives.

&quot;Could ye not watch with me one hour?&quot; Who can tell

how much we are indebted to the prayers of the righteous
for our providential blessings and the continuation ot our gra
cious mercies for our fruitful seasons, and the preservation
of our lives for the averting of God s judgments, and the

lengthening out our tranquillity !

But it is private prayer principally that is here intended

which is recommended to others, and which, also, is more pro

per in its application to sincere professors of religion than other

people. Art thou a disciple of Jesus Christ ? and wouldst

thou be made holy ? If so, learn of him, and accept of salva-
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tion on his own terms. His word is, enter into thy closet

and pray ;

&quot;

ask, and ye shall have ; seek, and ye shall find ;

knock, and it shall be opened unto-you.&quot; Do worldly affairs

engage thy attention 1 Yet even amidst all thy labors thou

canst probably bow thy knee for a few minutes two or three

times in a day. Have you much time of your own? If so,

what an opportunity have you for drawing near unto God !

And how favorably you are situated for stepping aside from

the common walks of life to acquaint him with all your cares,

your wants and desires ! of withdrawing from the world

and walking with God of pleading with him for the entire

destruction of sin in thy own heart and in the world of in-

terceding with him for the conversion of sinners, and pray,

ing that Christ s kingdom may come, and his will be done on
earth as it is done in heaven.

Stop and consider! Have you not been unfaithful, and
are you not still living beneath your privileges? Dou you
ever spend one hour in private devotion, or do you make it

your daily practice in secret to draw near unto God? But it

may be that you are altogether a prayerless character a

sinner, in the fullest sense of the word, unconverted and un-

forgiven having no hope, and without God in the world. Is

it so ? Do you close your eyes at night and rise in the

morning without making prayer unto God? O, remember
that word,

&quot;

except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish :&quot;

Luke xiii, 3, 5 verses
;
but remember, also, that he hath no

pleasure in the death of the wicked. Wherefore, confess and
forsake your sins and ye shall find mercy. Draw near unto

God, and he will draw near unto you. Ask his forgiveness
and ye shall receive it. Seek his pardoning love and ye
shall find it. Knock with perseverance at the door ofmercy,
and even the gate of heaven an,d eternal life shall be opened
unto you.

UTICA, June, 1838.

BOWER OF PRA.YER.

To leave my dear friends, and with neighbors to part,
And go from my home, affects not my heart,
Like the thought of absenting myself for a day
From that blest retreat I have chosen to pray

I have chosen to pray.

Dear bower, where the pine and the poplar leaves spread,
And woven their branches a roof.o er my head

;

Plow oft have I knelt on the evergreen there,
Aud poured out my soul to my Saviour in prayer

To my Saviour in prayer.
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The early shrill notes of a lov d nightingale.
That dwelt in the bower, I observ d as my bell

;

It called me to duty, while birds in the air

Sung anthems of praises as I went to prayer
As I went to prayer.

How sweet were the zephyrs, perfum d by the pine,
The ivy, the balsam, and the wild eglantine ;

But sweeter, O sweeter, superlative were
The joys that I tasted in answer to prajer

In answer to prayer.

For Jesus, my Saviour, oft deigned to meet,
And blest with his presence my humble retreat

;

Oft filled me with raptures and blessedness there,

Inditing in Heaven s own language my prayer
Own language my prayer.

Dear bower, I must leave you, and bid you adieu,
And pay my devotions in parts that are new,
Well knowing my Saviour resides every where,
And can in all places give answer to prayer

Give answer to prayer.

No. XI.

Tin contrast in scenery in some particulars between the two

countries. In America there is a deal of land uncultiva

ted, and improved land wants still a deal of labor. The
climate being warmer, the surface of the earth bears a more
barren appearance. But, admitting the difference, Ame
rica rs a fine country ; sometimes more pleasant, and an ad.

vantageous location as a port, fyc. Liberty and indepen
dence give rise to a diversity of works, patterns and inven

tions not seen in England. Family grave yards, monu
mental stones, fyc., on private estates, a novelty toforeign-
ers, fyc., SfC. t

&amp;lt;J-c.

How different the scenery in some parts of the country,
and, also, in some particulars, in the city to/ England ;

for

although there are many pleasant prospects, and land appa
rently of the richest quality although vegetation is more

rapid, and the land, in many places, will produce as much or

more of the finest grain &amp;gt;a! though in many places it is orna

mented with the neatest enclosures, and interspersed with

solitary, yet noble, trees, woods, &c. although in some of
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the New England States and the oldest settled parts, the for-

riiation of the earth is grand, and there may be many pic

turesque landscapes, as extensive plains, fruitful fields, &c.,

as beautiful in appearance, probably, as the most ingenious
artisls ever exhibited to the eye of mortals, yet a great part

of the country remains a desert wild. Without- speaking

lightly of this happy country, yet, for want of more mature

improvements, there must necessarily be a considerable dif

ference. In England there are not only the richest pasture

fields, &c., but oxen, sheep, and all kinds of cattle, as it were,
in every direction. The fields are divided with living fences,

and the country diversified by woods, plantations, copses,

parks, &c. There is the old enclosure, the rich swarded

field, and the fruitful meadow. The country in general has

been drained, at.d the swamps and marshy places converted

into fruitful spots for pasturage or fof some useful grain. The
rotten timber and stumps have disappeared that their places
are not found, and, in a certain sense, there is not a vestige
of them left. The climate being more temperate, and the

earth frequently shaded with intervening clouds, and watered

sometimes by successive showers of rain, there is an appear
ance sometimes of greater fruitfulness vegetation appa

rently brings forth more luxuriously the well cultivated gar
den is filled more nearer to the brim leaves, at midsummer,

expand themselves so extensively as to make some places
like a shady bower, and the whole country a scene of fruit-

fulness.

&quot; The hawthorn whitens, and the juicy groves
Put forth their buds, unfolding by degrees,
Till the whole leafy forest stands display d
In full luxuriance, to the sighing gales
Where the deer rustle through the twining brake,
And the birds sing conceal d. At once array d
In all the colors of the flushing year,

By nature s swift and secret working hand,
The garden glows, and fills the liberal air

With lavish fragrance.&quot;

But in this new, and, in many respects, this fruitful coun

try, the labor and scenery are different. There is still a deal

of land (apparently as wild as if it had laid from the creation)
to be cleared, and different kinds of labor to be performed.
There is much wood to be cut down, thousands of stumps
want removing, and many swamps and marshy places want

draining. In England the farmer has a flock of sheep,
divided and spread abroad in every direction, which wants
the shepherd s attention, morning, noon and night ;

but in



60 PROM OHIO

York State and Ohio, in many places, there are no such cat.

tie, and but comparatively few any where. Hence the farmer
as a shepherd is not wanted. He is employed in clearing
and managing by his own labor what is already in a siate of
cultivation. In one place we see the wood in its original state,

or as it has been, probably, for five hundred years the under
brush and rotten timber promiscuously mixed together upon
the earth ; some of the largest trees fallen and beaten down,
others have so blocked up the path of the traveller that he
cannot make a strait passage in his course. In another place
there are trees, as it were, twice dead, with their extremities

decayed, which make an appearance of desolation not seen

in England. The fields are divided by the rail zigzag instead

of the growing fence, and perpetuated for several hundred
miles together. The country being in this infantine state, it

need not be expected that there is the same old swarded land

in general, and the same improvement in breeding cattle aa

in England ; and yet the improvements are such lhat they
could never have been made in so short a time but by an in-

dustrious and persevering people.
The climate being considerably warmer, the earth in ge

neral, perhaps, bears a more barren appearance than in Eng
land ; nevertheless, in cool, showery weather in spring (as it

were in 1836, 7 and 8) there is a beautiful prospect of great
fruitfulness. The apple trees, in full bloom, are apparently
as white as if laden with snow in the depths of winter. The
land yields its increase

;
and I have been inclined to think

(though I might have been mistaken) that in general, with

the same cultivation, it would produce more wheat per acre

than lan.d in England.
But admitting the difference there may be drawn between

the two nations, America is a fine country. Where shall

we find a more advantageous location than New-York for

travel ling from port to port, and transporting ourselves hun

dreds of miles in so short a time in every direction? Here
is not only a nation, or an island, but a vast territory a con

tinent equal to many of them. Where shall we find such a

vast expanse, such a wide spread tract on the earth besides ?

Here are, probably, a dozen steamboats steering daily dif

ferent ways, and rail roads, which, conjointly, will convey a

person, in a very short time, a thousand miles into the interior

of the country! By these means we may pass from port

to port in New Haven and Hartford, in Connecticut, or

we may steer from village to village in Long Island ; we

may pass to New Jersey, or may take the North River, and

in a short time transport ourselves to Buffalo and the western
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territories. And in what part of the world may we see such

rivers and lakes, such gulfhs and chasms, such rocks and

precipices, such cataracts, waterfalls and inland seas ?

America being a free country, and made so more espe*

cially to the people through the circumstances they are un*

der ; having in general an estate of their own, and ali men
at present being able to find employment, labor, &c. are cir

cumstances which lead to encouragement ; and a diversity
of works, inventions, patterns, and ways not seen in Eng
land : and it is not to be wondered at, if they are sometimes

as novel as they are numerous. Hence we sometimes see a

farmer s house with its porch and portico its columns or its

colonade ; neatly clap-boarded, and painted white
; unsullied

as it were by a spot, and as beautiful according to its size as

the nobleman s mansion in England. A person would sup

pose that the owner of it was independent of labor, but his

apparel and linen look as if he had been plowing up the fal

low; his countenance and skin, as if he had been exposed to

the morning and noon-day sun, Hence an acquaintance
with him soon shows his industry, points out his occupation,
and demonstrates that he is a man of labor instead of sump,
tuousness, uselessness, and efFeminancy, The family, we
will suppose, are clothed, not in purple and fine linen, but in

a woollen dress of their own manufacturing; the wife weaves

her own cloth, and they are all as plain as the indus

trious poor
in a cottage in England. In one place there is

the plain, humble log house, without an ornament, (compar
atively speaking) or an upper chamber; in another, there is

one of almost equal obscurity, yet neatly furnished and hung
with paper. Here perhaps we see a well-built stone house,
but the next probably is erected with unpolished stone from
the quarry; the former shows the art of workmanship, the

latter displays home industry, as iferected by the owner him.

self. In some houses the workmanship is good, the symme
try beautiful in appearance, the stones are neatly cut and well

laid ;
but in others, the walls are remarkably rough, and

greatly besmeared, as it were, with untempered rnortar.

In some buildings, indeed, it seems that they intentionally for-

sook the systematical order of bedding the stones as used

formerly, by promiscuously putting them together ; stones

of any shape or any size, from four, eight, or twelve

inches in length or thickness, and by bedding large
and small, round and square, or well nigh all sorts and sizes

together ; which, nevertheless, are not only novel in appear
ance, but neat, durable, and good work. Sometimes we may
see a strong- built house walled with pebbles, the corners or-

6
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lamented with free stone, and the windows neatly shaded
with the Grecian blinds so common in the country. In

many particulars, indeed, there is neatness, beauty, and gran*
deur among common people in America, which we do not

see in Great Britain. The fine, figured -cloth, with which

their apartments are carpeted, the beautiful colored paper
their rooms are hung with, the neat and numberless patterns
in the quilting and other parts of their furniture, are not ex-

ceeded probably by any thing in common life in England.
And I have thought (though I might have been mistaken)
that there is a variety in the wood grown and used for tables,

chairs, drawers, &c. which, when ingeniously carved and

polished, cannot be seen every where. But are not many
professing Christians by far too lavish in the use of these

things? Have you a single eye, reader, and desirous of glo

rifying God in your house and family, and also in your body
and spirit, which are his ? If so, can you indulge yourself
in costly furniture and such foppish apparel ? Do not all

these things shew the pride, the extravagance, and the

corruption, instead ef the purity of your heart ? Are such

things the fruits of apostolic purity, or of a world-renoun.

cing and self-denying spirit? But to return.

In England, a whole Lordship being the property of one,

and under the order of an individual as steward, or whole

streets, as sometimes in London, being built by one architect,

many things must necessarily in some respects be uniformly
the same ;

but in America, every man, as it were, having his

estate, and to a certain degree his independence, will have

his way also. Hence it is that there is much diversity about

the country in many things ;
one man will have his house

built after this fashion, and another after that
;
and although

some men are as singular as their privileges are numerous,

yet there is a great deal of neatness about the farmers and

their habitations in America. Uniformity, indeed, in many
instances, adds greatly to beauty. Witness some of the

streets built probably by one architect within these forty or

fifty years last past in London. But there may be beauty in

diversity ;
for although uniformity in every house down a

street, when neatly erected, may add to the beauty of the

whole, yet churches, chapels, meeting houses, court houses,

&c. generally stand alone. And here 1 have frequently ob

served the novelty and diversity in many things about these

places in America. One place has its tower or spire, its

cone or cupola, while some others are plain buildings, with

out spire or any ornament at all. But it is disgusting to see

the grandeur, the foppery and dandyism, some people at-
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tempi to bring into a few places of worship, inasmuch as

plainness and holiness become God s house ibr ever.

In passing solitarily along the country, I was agreeably

surprised to see a little family grave yard, with their monu
mental or grave stones on this, on that, or another man s

estate. This is what I never saw in England, and seemed

like the ancient patriarchal manner of interment, as when.

Jacob buried Deborah, Rebecca s nurse, under an oak
; and

also Raehael, in his way to Bethlehem ; without regard to

modern ceremonies or consecrated places. Ceremonies

and good order indeed become rational creatures so long as

an improper stress is not laid upon them. A grave yard ! ?

A monument ! ? A private place of interment a part of the

family sleeping in the dust! What, in the church or the

common grave yard ? No, it was within alittle private en

closure in the orchard the field or garden : sometimes one

and sometimes the other. This brought to my mind an idea

of American liberty, and led rne to reflect on the strong at

tachments we may conceive to traditions, forms, and ceremo,

nies, yet altogether unessential to eternal happiness. &quot;Bless,

ed are the dead which die in the Lord.&quot; Here such rest

eternally from their labors, and their works as a sweet smell

ing savor follow them. O, happy souls that so rest ! The
labors of mortal life have passed away, and the sweat of the

sorrowed brow runs down no more. When located at Now
Haven, I walked into that extensive and populous grave

yard, and took down the following inscription, which I hero

r the perusal of the reader ;
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IN

MEMORY
r

1.UCRETIA
WIFE OF-

She combined in her character and person
A rare assemblage of excellencies ;

Beautiful in form, features, and expression,

Peculiarly bland- in her manners,
Highly cultivated^ in mind,

She irresistibly drew attention, love,
And respect :

Dignified, without haughtiness,
Amiable,without lameness^
Firm,without severity,

And cheerful, without levity,
Her uniform sweetness of temper

Spread perpetual sunshine around

Every circle in which
She moved.

&quot;When the ear heard her, it blessed her;
When the eye saw her, it gave

Witness to her.&quot;

In sufferings the most keen
Her serenity of mind never failed her :

Death to her had no terrors ;

The grave no gloom.
Though suddenly called from

earth&amp;gt;

Eternity was no stranger to her thoughts^.
But a welcome theme of

Contemplation.

Religion was the sun
That illumined every varied virtue^

Aad united all in one
Bow of beauty.

Hers was the religion of the gospel ^
Jesus Christ her foundation,

The author and finisher of her faith ::

In him she rests in sure

Expectation of a glorious
Resurrection.

ANOTHER EPITAPH,

Not one short year ago,
Sweet sister, thou wast here,.

And arm in arm we stood,
While fell the silent tear.

Now art thou gently laid to rest,

S,weet spirit,, on, thy Saviour s
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O, my soul, stand still and review the scene ! Reflect

upon the thousands that have been deposited in this single

burying ground, and the millions that have lived and died

since the world began. What pangs and groans have been
felt and uttered in the deadly conflict! What sighs and
tears have been heard and seen among bereaved survivors !

Death rushes forward and sometimes takes away the person
on whom the family is dependent. And how impartial, how

general and universal at length are his claims ! He spares
none. Admitting that the inhabitants of the earth are nearly
a thousand millions, and that in twenty.seven years that num
ber dies, what a vast concourse of people when the countless

millions shall be assembled together ! Look forward for only
five hundred years, and behold not only thy own and the fu

neral of all thy friends, but generations will have passed

away, and their memorials well nigh will have perished
with them. In so doing, O, my soul, fly to Jesus, thy only

refuge, that merciful, that Almighty Saviour who can draw
the deadly sting, and transform the ghastly monster into a

messenger of peace.

Here, then, are a diversity of objects and various degrees
of scenery! Here are habitations grand and beautiful, and

others though comfortable, yet plain and obscure in the low

est degree. And here is room and labor to engage the at

tention and strength of millions, and some employments pro

bably to suit the smallest capacity in Europe. Are you des

titute of labor, reader ? There is enough in America to en

gage your attention had you the strength of a thousand men.
Do you want a house and home for yourself and family ?

Here are comfortable and eligible habitations beyond my cal

culation in this country, providing you can make a purchase.
Do you want one that is spacious, grand, or cosily ? There
are many both in the city, the village, and the country ;

some
framed and neatly pain ed others of brick or stone, with tho

strength of a little castle, and all as neat probably as any of

the sort in England. There are houses, as it were, of all

sorts, from a beautiful carved and painted one to the log

cabin, and from the strong built brick or stone one to

the slight and temporary shantee. There are also situa

tions not found in England, for you may have an habita

tion by the side of the lonesome wood, or on the edge of

an extensive lake an expanse of waters which, in the

clearest day, you cannot behold an opposite shore. You

may pitch vour tent on an elevation of a mountainous

height, where in prospect you can command the neigh

boring country for a considerable distance before you, or

6*
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you may settle on the flats below, where your sight will

be obstructed by the towering hill, that you will have but

little to gaze upon without turning your eyes inwardly
and where a toreign invader would scarcely find your
quiet retreat. But,

&quot; If the soft hand of winning pleasure leads

By living waters and through fiow ry meads,
When all is smiling, tranquil and serene,
And vernal beauty paints the flatt ring scene r

Oh ! teach me to elude each latent snare,
And whisper to my sliding heart beware !&quot;

NO. XII.

Difference in many instances only accounted for by consider-

ing the distinguishing hand of providence which made
men and nations te differ, fyc. The climate being differ-

ent, the land, labor, fyc.
is so also. It being more warm,

causes a rapid growth and an early harvest.

The farmer, with his implements ofhusbandry, and his la

bor and manner of working, in many respects, are different

to people of the same occupation in England ; and there

are many things to critical observers which can only be

accounted for
by contemplating the diversity and harmony

made by that all-creating hand which hath mad men and
nations to differ

;
the order of his all-wise providence over

different nations and individuals ; a distant climate, toge.
ther with the nature, manners, and customs occasioned

by such circumstances. How mysterious, that every crea

ture of the same species should so much resemble and

yet be somewhat different to all others
;

that every beast

and every fowl of the air has some distinguishing feature

upon it
; that every man should differ in countenance, weight,

or stature, from all others, and that nations and kingdoms,
made by the same creating hand, as well as birds and

beasts, must necessarily have their distinguishing features

also. Yet, so it is
;
and hence, though the English and

Americans are of the same origin, and may be considered

one and the same people, yet they differ from each other.

Here is a difference in general, in person, feature, color

in a tone of language and their manner of living. There
are indeed some traits in the characters and some differ-
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ence in the tempers of the Americans which I like in

preference to others, though there are some customs which
are unpleasant to me. Ii is true, I cannot particularize in

many things which I have noticed, partly from want of recol

lection, and partly from want of genius on so critical a sub

ject ; Dut, more especially, from my inability to comprehend

The smallest work of an Almighty hand.

But without launching out into deep waters which I can-

not fathom, or meddling with things that are too high for

me, 1 must keep only to what is plain to myself and easy of

digestion to the reader. I have observed that implements of

husbandry and the labor of the farmer are different. The
cltmate being considerably warmer than in England, the soil

on the low lands is not so stiff as the cold land in that coun

try; and hence, while the farmer is obliged to tear up the

stubborn soil with four stout horses, linked together in a sin-

gle line, a pair abreast in general is sufficient here, or a yoke
of oxen. When contemplating the heat of the weaiher and
the rapid progress of vegetation, I have had my fears on the

approach of harvest, lest the farmer should be in arrears with

his work, seeing his grass for fodder and wheat harvest come
in and want cutting together. But in a few days or a fort

night, they have well nigh gathered in both one and the

other. This shows the rapidity and dispatch of American
labor. A man and a boy, I suppose, in the autumn, will pre

pare the land and get in thirty or forty acres of wheat, and
the same hands are obliged probably to do the greatest part
of the labor towards getting it in, in harvest. But the case is

far different here to what it is in England. The grass in this

country, in general, is cut down probably with far less labor ;

they carry a deal of it the next day without any more

making ;
the wheat is cradled, by which method one man

will cut down as much in one day as several men can reap ;

the small quantity of barley and beans sown here, which re

quire a deal of labor in England; the looseness and depth of
American soil, which make the land easy in cultivation ;

their having but little trouble with their flocks, &c., which
make circumstances different here to what they have there,
and otherwise than what they will be here probably, when

they have brought the country into the same state of cultiva

tion.

The weather in summer is much warmer than in England,
and so hot sometimes in July, August, and September, that it

is as much as an Englishman just arrived can well bear.
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This occasions a rapid growth in summer, and brings the

harvest forward, in general, a month sooner perhaps than in

Great Britain. In Ohio, in January, 1833, (if I am not mis

taken) it was as warm and pleasant some part of the time, as

it is in May in England. A person could not labor without

taking off his clothes as in the months of summer. If a fall

of snow came down, it wasted and imperceptibly went away ;

and during a great part of the winter, even when the earth

is covered wiih snow (the air being more pure and less ac

customed to chilling fogs) it is many times pleasant, and the

inhabitants seem less affected with coughs and colds by far

than in England. But in winter, when it is cold and freezes

sharp, it is severe indeed. Hence in one night it will freeze

a thicker ice. The feet of men, fowls, or cattle, in some in

stances, have been greatly injured, and have been obliged to

be taken off. I saw a man near Rochester, whom I under

stood lost his feet or legs by the frost
;
and Mrs. Ralcliff s

brother, (an Englishman) as I was informed, had his toes so

frozen as to be obliged to have them off also. In summer it

is much warmer, and in winter it is frequently much colder
;

insomuch that rivers, wider than the Thames in London, are

frozen over, and people drive their loaded wagons and

sleighs over them as on the sol id ground without fear.

LE ROY, September 17, 1837.

NO. XIII.

Notwithstanding the difference in the climate, produce in some in

stances exceeds that of Great Britain As a proof of this asser

tion, the testimony ofa weeklypaper is given, a verbal testimony

from a farmer^ and a quotationfrom a recent publication The
abundance in orchards, rapid progress in the growth of trees,

tyc. Reflections.

Notwithstanding the extremes of heat and cold, and the

difference there is in the climate when compared with Great

Britain, yet the produce of land in some instances exceeds
what I ever heard of in that country. To demonstrate the

truth of this assertion, 1 shall give an extract in the first

place of what I took out of a newspaper published in New
York, sometime after my arrival in Ohio. It is as follows :

&quot;The Onondaga Standard asks,&quot; says that paper,
&quot; what

the farmers down east will say, when we inform them that

we can name individuals in this county who have harvested

the present season 1500, 1800, and in one instance, 3000
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bushels of wheat ? If our friends of Onondaga make these

matters the subject of such exultation, we may ask, (and we
do it with no disposition to undervalue the blessings of our

neighbors) what must the farmers down east say,when we tell

them we can name persons in Livingston county, who have

harvested the present season more than 7000 bushels each
;

aye, and in one instance, more than 4000 bushels have been

cut from one hundred acres of land, which, without the inter

mission of a single year in twenty-five, have been its
crop.

The county of Livingston contains twelve towns, which will

this year market her million bushels of wheat.&quot;

December 27, 1833.

In addition to the foregoing account,! give the following,taken

from the verbal testimony ofan American farmer,whom I rode

with some distance, near Nine-mile-creek, in the state of

New York. He appeared like a candid, sober-minded per
son

;
and he spake of one or more Englishmen, whom as

farmers he seemed to have an high opinion of. He mention

ed, to the best of my recollection, an Englishman who said

(though 1 hope the reader will excuse the vanity of such an

expression) that the farmers (probably of that neighborhood)
did not know how to raise a crop of wheat, and that he would

show them. This expression, however, he might utter in

jest, without a sufficient regard either to sincerity or truth.

Be this as it may; after preparing his land, he sowed about

seven bushels on an acre. The people told him that it

would be too much, to which he replied he could make it

less, but that if it was too thin, he could not make it thicker ;

and hence, to prevent its being t o prolific in the spring, or

too thick to ripen in the summer, he harrowed out as much
as he thought proper. His intention, probably, in sowing that

quantity, was, that he might have enough on the ground, let

the winter come as it might : and, by the blessing of provi

dence, he had a large produce ; for, although his seed brought
forth neither sixty or a hundred fold, yet according to this

man s account, he had about sixty bushels to the acre.

A recent publication makes mention of a field of wheat, in

Michigan, of eighteen hundred acres, belonging to Mr. Jesse

Smith, and adds: &quot; If this crop is equal to the average this

season, it will yield at least thirty bushels per acre, and equal
to 54,000 bushels. Suppose the value to be one doHar per
bushel, 854,000 ; deduct, then, one-fourth for preparing
the ground, seed, harvesting, thrashing, &c., leaves a net

gain of forty-one thousand five hundred dollars*&quot;
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The fruitfulness of the country may be further seen by ob

serving the abundance in orchards, and the rapid progress of

vegetation in the length and thickness of a year s growth on
such and other trees. Apple trees are frequently so loaded

that it is with difficulty they sustain their burdens
;
branches

are bent towards the earth as under a burden too heavy to be

borne, and their fruit is sometimes left ungathered in the

depth of winter. I have seen trees laden with fruit, though
naked of leaves, in the time of snow

;
and some people turn

a number of hogs in to eat them on the ground as they fall

in autumn. Peaches are grown in such abundance that I

think Mr. B
,
a common farmer, told me that he had

had as many as two hundred and fifty bushels; and some

people have as many as two thousand bushels of apples.
Hence, we may say, that there is an abundance of summer
fruits as peaches, cherries, grapes, oranges, &c. to satiate

the appetite of man, after partaking of bread, the staff of life.

The branches of peach trees are often broken down by the

abundance of their fruit; and I think I once saw a tree of

this sort broken down on all sides like an ass borne down to

the earth under his burden. A peach stone, it was said, in

Ohio,would spring up and bear fruil the third year ;
and while

a branch will shoot and grow in one year about the length
and size of a cane in England, it will become like a small

crutch, and proportionably longer, in Ohio. Wheat in the

states in general, through its rapid growth and the lightness
of the crops, is more free from smut and of a better quality
than in England.

Such is the fruitfulness of the country in some particulars,
and such is the prosperity of some men, but while the mer
chant desireth wealth, and the soldier to win the battle, good
instructions and a pure conscience are more desirable than

gold to the righteous. For &quot; the fruit of the Spirit is love,

joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith meek
ness, temperance: against such there is no law.&quot; Covet,

therefore, earnestly, these things. Leaye desire, says Kern-

pis, and thou shall find rest. Is your heart set upon and your
whole strength laid out to procure this earthly good? If so,

let me tell you that riches profit nothing in the day of wrath !

How much better to lay up treasure in heaven, where even

the nearest friend cannot take it into possession,where thieves

cannot steal it from you, but where it will for ever remain

you own property durable property, which passes not from

heir to heir. Hath not Christ declared that it is easier for a
camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich

to enter into the kingdom of God ? And do you set
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this scripture aside as frivolous or of small importance? But
further permit me to ask where is the wisdom of the avari

cious man, who labors to the very last to accumulate for

another to enjoy ? Some men toil and labor nearly all their

days, and as it were lay down their weary bones with scarcely
an hour s enjoyment of what they have been striving to

grasp for many years ! And what perhaps is more sur

prising still, they sometimes labor to procure riches for the

people whom they hate and despise, instead of those whom
they esteem and love, The rich man dies childless, and his

property falls into the hands of a family who despised him,
or an opponent in trade obtains the affections of his daughter
or niece, and at length the property of the latter falls into the

hands of the former. So true it is that men heap up riches,
and cannot tell who shall gather them.

Byron, September 21, 1837.

NO, XIV.

Worldly prosperity alone cannot give happiness, fyc. Never*
theless, there is some pleasure in travelling, beholding the

works of creation, scenery, fyc., with a call I) reflection.

In retirement, a person can examine himself, confess his

sins, and give vent to the emotions ofhis heart, fyc. Re
tirement is essential to our happiness, and natural to a be

liever, &amp;lt;^c.
Further reflections.

How true it is, then, that the prosperity of this world, ab*

stractedly considered, is fleeting ;
that it cannot give happi.

ness ;
that it is interwoven and intermixed with vanity and

vexation of spirit ! Retire, therefore, reader, at least for a
season, and let me converse with you in the interval on things
of a different nature. Lay aside thy covetous desires, and
retire into thyself, by reflecting on subjects ofa sublimer char
acter ! Come away from the habitations of the rich

;
with-

draw thy affections from the creature the love of money
and mere worldly enjoyments. There is happiness separate
from these things ;

there are riches, lasting riches, which end
not with life itself. There is, sometimes, happiness in obscu

rity, which is more to be desired than the pleasures of the

palace or attached to the honors of a court. Yea, we may
be deprived of honor that cometh of men ; we may have
our sight bounded by a stone wall, and our light received
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through the wooden lattice
;
and yet enjoy more peace than

the men who have their portion in this life. Suppress, then,

thy covetous desires ;
cease to do evil by thy anxiety, and

leave thy honest endeavors to Him who feedeth the ravens,
and promiseth, on condition that you seek first the kingdom
of God and his righteousness, that all these things shall be
added unto you. Wherefore envy not the rich, nor covet
their possessions, but look into the habitatioHS of the humble,
and desire the peace that they enjoy. God hath not left the

poor destitule, but hath pronounced them blessed ; Luke vi.

20. James ii. 20
; and it may be that he hath called thee to

endure poverty, in order to show you
&quot; the true riches.&quot;

Hence, let me invite your attention to the noblest subjects, by
calling you to a moment s reflection. Examine thyself, and
take a little cessation from the troubles of life.

It is true, there is some pleasure in travelling abroad and

beholding the wonders of creation, and the labors of men
;

the diversity of scenery in so extensive a part to ramble in
;

the different ways of travelling, not formerly known in old
settled countries, as the rapid train of rail-road cars and the
steam vessels : the hosts of line boats and the packets ; the

landscapes of mountains, and plain rocks and gulphs ; the
extensive lakes, with the smaller ones not seen in England ;

the rivers and waterfalls, some of which probably cannot be

equalled in any other part of the world besides to see the

fruitfulness of vegetation, and nature in all its beauty ; the

farmer and the work of the field
;
the beautiful landscape of

rich pasture land and the wide-spread lake ; the different

kinds of buildings, from the prison-house sufficient to hold

hundreds of men, to the humble cottage in the shady grove,
or from the residence of the wealthy citizen to the temporary
abode among the rocks, by the water side to see all these

things, 1 say, may afford some gratification to the curious

spectator : but there is a pleasure in occasional solitude

which we cannot enjoy amidst the bustle of life. Come away
then, O my soul, and seek for a place of reflection a place
of retirement, remote from the busy walks of men, where

you may have time to enter into thyself and give free scope
to thy imagination on things of the most interesting import
ance.

In that retired situation a person may examine himself, and
ask his past hours what report they bore to heaven

;
and

what satisfaction he can take in reviewing the transactions

of his former days ! There he can confess his sins, weep
over his past follies, make resolutions for future amendment,
and shed his tears. He can give vent to the painful emo-
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lions of a burdened conscience, smite his breast and pray
aloud. As a professor, he can consult the oracles of divine

truth, converse as it were with the ancient patriarchs, study
the will of God, and learn how to find his way to heaven.

And there he can wrestle with the God of Jacob, seek for a

deeper work of grace, and endeavor to lay faster hold of

eternal life- And do you despise solitude, reader ? Can

you take no pleasure in retirement see no advantages or

blessings that may be derived therefrom ? Would you will-

ingly sacrifice the retirement of the closet for perpeiual com

pany, and prefer the dissipation and spirit of the world to a

serious mind and a retired situation? Do you forget that

you must die alone, or that no one can accompany you
through the valley and shadow of death, and that r&amp;lt; fleciion

is necessary to prepare and fortify you for so awful an event ?

Supposing you are called to transact business in the city, yet
how necessary is occasional reiirement! a few minutes

twice or thrice a day a longer time at some more distant

period! Are you a professing character? If so, can you
keep your soul alive without it? Public, means are good,
but private devotion is of vast importance. Wherefore,
&quot; when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou

hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret, and

thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee
openly.&quot;

Matt. vi. 6. It is in retirement that we obtain grace to

qualify us to go abroad ;
and no man, says Kempis, is pre

pared to go abroad but he who is willing to stay at home.
There we can arm ourselves against the temptations of the

world, the allurements of the flesh, and the assaults of the

devil. And there we may enjoy a peace which the world

knoweth not of, find an intercourse with heaven, and hold

communion with the Father of the spirits of all flesh.

Retirement, to professing Christians, is an important duty
and as such it is essential to their present and future happi
ness. It is by retirement and prayer, under the influence of
the Holy Spirit, that the spiritual life is sustained

;
and hence,

to live without it, the soul must necessarily be starved, and

religion in process of time will die away. But it is not im

proper to say that retirement is a natural consequence of hav

ing religion implanted within us. As soon as a child is

born into the world, it feels its wants and stands in need of

support; and the new-born soul, in like manner, wants the

sincere milk of the word in the same proportion ; the Spirit
of Christ and the spirit of the world are opposed fo each

other, and cannot live together; and hence it is natural, as

occasion may require, to want hours of retirement. But this
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is not absolutely and finally so compulsive as to set aside ffia

free-agency of man. In like manner have all devoted Chris

tians occasionally withdrawn themselves from the men of
this world. Thus Enoch walked not in fellowship with

them
;
Abraham retired to a distant place to sacrifice ; out

Lord went into a solitary place, and there prayed ;
and St

John was in the Isle of Patmos when he received and wrote
the revelations. Hence it is in retirement, and by withdraw

ing from the world, that we are made capable of the most in

timate intercourse* with heaven.

Away, then, reader, and retire for a moment from these

earthly scenes! Retire, O my soul, from the mere beauties

of nature, and let not the fruitful fields, the cloud capt-towers,
nor the extensive lake, carry thee away so far as to cause

thee to forget objects more worthy thy pursuit. Let not

travelling by land or by water, or company, however agreea
ble, attract thy mind and alienate thy affections from Him
who is the fairest among ten thousand and altogether lovely.
Suffer not a desire to follow the men of this world in their

speculations, however flattering the prospect of gaming much
wealth or living for many years upon the earth

;
nor yet let

satan overcome thy determination to devote thyself to what
is of infinite importance, though he should show thee the em-

pires of the earth and exclaim,
&quot; All these will I give thee,

if thou wilt fall down and worship me&quot; let not all these

things, I say, hinder thee from pursuing a nobler object in

striving to find the narrow path of true wisdom, the humble

path of I he most devout and holy characters, and the straight
and sanctified path which leads the poor and needy to the

society of angels and their eternal reward.

O, Jesus ! thou light and life of men, look upon me, an ab

ject creature, and empower me to forsake the love of this

present world, to live to thee and thee alone. Regard my
wants, and supply them out of thy fulness, and let my happi
ness consist in holding communion with thyself. Thy pre
sence constitutes the bliss of angels : in thy favor there is

fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there are pleasures for

evermore. Give me to know thee, to love thee, and to de

light myself in thee as my chief good. Didst thou not come
to seek and to save that which was lost ? to restore the

ruined ? to extend mercy to the poorest, the most abject and

destitute ? Dost not thou bind up the broken hearted, and

proclaim liberty to the captive ? Is not thy grace free and

unbounded to reach the case of the stranger, the widow and

fatherless, and those who have none to help them ? Does

not wretchedness challenge thy compassion, and move thee
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to pity and administer comfort? Why hidest thou thy face

in time of trouble ? There is nothing too hard for thee,

&quot;thou sovereign Lord of all.&quot; Thou canst compel even me,

a reluctant creature, to obey thy voice. Speak, Lord,juid
let thy servant hear thy word let the whispers of thy grace

for the future remove my deafness, thy touch chase away my
foul leprosy, and thy purity consume my desperate pollution.

In midnight darkness let rne have thy smile, that sadness and

melancholy may flee away; and grant me thy ben diction

and favor in tne morning, that my soul may live. O, thou

Saviour of men, who canst visit and redress he wants of mil-

lions at one and the same time, visit me in this solitary apart

ment, arid thy presence shall not only cause darkness to

hide itself, but sorrow and sighing also shall flee away.

Rochester, October 18, 1837.

LETTERS

TO 1. FEW FRIENDS IN ENGLAND.

My- Dear Friends,

Although writing, after a few years
1

absence, in this man
ner is attended with some uncertainty, yet a failure in the

case is but of little consequence. If, then, these lines find

you situated as seven or ten years ago, may grace and peace
be multiplied unto you through Christ Jesus; and here let

me ask the favor of -an interest in your prayers. You
will, however, be surprised, probably, at receiving a letter

from so distant a person, and from (shall I say ?)
so wild a

country; a country but lightly esteemed by many people in

England, but which our American friends frequently speak.
of as the glory of all lands. Indeed, it is not too much to

say, (and it bscornes the most happy people to speak modest,

ly) that there are many gracious and providential blessings
here, inasmuch as it belongs to Him who claims as his right
not only the earth but the heavens who is King of Kings
and Lord of Lords, and who at first laid the foundation of the

earth; by whose authority kings have reigned and princes de-

craed justice in Europe, and who, while he claims the largest
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empires as his property, recognizes even America also as a

part of his footstool. It may also be further said, that there

are many people of large fortunes from Great Britain, who
either were people of good property when they came over,
or have become rich since their arrival ; that thousands of

others have had cause to be thankful that there was such a

country as America to come to, and that most people of

health, industry, economy, a tolerable genius, and good cal

culations, can generally, with the blessing of God, obtain the

comforts of life, and in the long run, give something to their

children. The sun shines as warmly in America as in Eng
land, and the earth hitherto has brought forth her increase;
and our American friends seem to rejoice, not only that they
are under the same kind providence which affords them all

things richly to enjoy, but that the same Almighty Being
&quot;at whose command nations and empires rise and fall,&quot; in

all ages that He, I would say, has given them a more happy
constitution than other nations, and established it upon as sure

a base whether this is so or not I cannot tell.

But whatever advantage it has been to some people, or

disadvantage to others, to emigrate to America, it has not

been a practice wiih rne to persuade or dissuade any from

coming over. By no means. I saw a difficulty in saying
much upon the subject from the beginning, and I still see it.

For, considering the impossibility of giving people in Eng
land a clear conception of the couwtry ;

the different tastes,

opinions, constitutions, and circumstances of men
;
a distant

climate, and the manners and customs of a foreign people;
the location and circumstances some, for want of experience,

unfortunately dropt into; the ingratitude of others who will

find fault with many things, even when they are well off, if

they could but think so ;
and taking into consideration attach

ments formed in youth, or great expectations occasioned by

injudicious accounts sent from America, make many dissatis

fied upon trial, and wish themselves back. For my part, 1

have seen traits in the character of the Americans which I

much es:eem, and am sensible of advantages to many people

unprovided for not found in Europe.
But it Is not my intention to give any minute or particular

account of the country, it being rather an act of friendship to

a friendly people : a kinder people I never said that 1 either

found o/warited to find on earth. Hence I should hope that

these lines will find you in health, and enjoying both peace

and prosperity ; that religion is in a prosperous state among

you, and that as individuals and fathers in Christ Jesus, you

are growing in grace and the love of God striving for such
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a steady and uniform progress in a devoted life as will make
the hoary head venerable in the s ;

ght of children, and sink

with honor to the grave. I would hope, further, that the

principal supporters of the religious cause among you have

\&amp;gt;een prospered and h -ld up to the present time, and beg leave

to say, that in years past they exerted themselves to establish

and support it with that attention and fidelity that was an
honor to them. But 1 forbear. Since I have been in this

city, I have attended the first and oldest Methodist chapel in

New York
; and I like it more especially on some accounts,

because it is in an old style not known in England, nor in

many other chapels in America. Two of its peculiarities I

shall mention, are : First, the seats are all free, to the

stranger as well as to the citizen, and to the poor as well as

the rich
; and therefore the latter must not say, &quot;Stand by, or

sit ye here under rny footstool,&quot; &c. Secondly, the singing
is led by a few male and female voices, which, when well

conducted in any place, make an harmony not equalled by
any choir with instrumental music upon earth.

Tne principal objections, perhaps, many Englishmen have
*9 America, arise: First, from the country being not natural

to them ; and it takes considerable time for it to become so,

either as to the climate or the customs of the people. Sec

ondly, many are obliged to find out some new occupation, or

they cannot follow that which they have as they used to do.

Had it not been for writing, I should have been under. far

greater difficulties; but, by the blessing of God, at length I

wrote and published three new publications, and sold them,
which I could not have done in England. This gave me ac

cess to hundreds of families, and has shown me the spirit and
manners of a people as plain as the woodman in the forest or

the husbandman in the field
; who, in many instances, seemed

to live in
&quot;cottages

of contentment,&quot; not only sweet and
clean in the highest degree, but whose habitations abounded
with riches and the comforts of life as accommodating to u

stranger as palaces could be. I have, however, for want of

that regular way of living necessary for me, so broken my
self down that I know not whether I can leave this city or

neighborhood any more.

But, is any apology necessary for writing to you at this

period in this unexpected manner? If so, I hope you will

accept of a mariner s apology, who unfortunately put to sea

in a stormy day, and could not get to land till the storm was
over. But, blessed be God, that the earth, the sea, nor the

beasts of the forests, have as yet swallowed me up, nor dono
me any injury.
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In conclusion, I commend myself to your prayers, with

my best wishes for your present and future happiness ; re-

turning also my thanks For favors received, and hoping that

you will bear with any thing I have written.

I shall be glad to hear from you, if agreeable and conve

nient, and present my respects to Mrs. *******, Mrs. ******,
and Mrs. ******, if still living.

Wishing peace and prosperity to all Christian friends in the

same neighborhood, I hasten to subscribe myself,
Yours, affectionately, &c.,

New York, April 29, 1839. JOHN EYRE.

LETTER II. TO MRS. G-

On the Power of Faith and Prayer,

Madam
Having read the lives of some eminently pious men, and

observed with admiration the effects of their faith and prayer,

permit me to give you the following, which I copied from a

periodical publication, many years ago. It is as follows :

&quot; Not long after Mr. VV inter s coming into Ireland, he went
to Kilkenny, in which place Colonel Jones s wife became ex

ceedingly ill : her husband invited certain ministers and other

friends to spend some hours in prayer unto God in her be

half, and Mr. Winter was the last man that prayed. But be

fore he began, he went to her and asked her whether she had
faith to be healed? She answered, she thought she had.

Then he went to prayer, and wrestled exceedingly with God
for her recovery ; and when he had done, he went again to

her, and advised her to be very careful in the use of all good
means for the recovery of her health, adding that she should

live and not die at that time. After this, she continued very
weak lor a month or more

; her doctors gave her up ;
Mr.

Winter was sent for to see her before she died. She lay

speechless, and without the use of her senses, not answering,
nor moving her eyes, though her husband and Mr. Winter
called unto her

; whereupon her husband judged she had
lost her hearing. Mr. Winter requested that he might pray
wit!i her; but her husband refused, saying that she was sense

less, and hid been dying all the morning : Mr. Winter urged

agiin that he might pray with her ;
no (said the Colonel) it

is to no purpose ;
she is now a dead woman : yet Mr. Winter

urged the third time that he might pray, saying her life is yet
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in her; and whilst there is life there is hope; and he went
to prayer, which he performed with much earnestness and

importunity, joined with many tears. When prayer was

ended, Mr. Winter going to her bedside, she looked upon
him. and said : Oh, see the fruit of prayer ! Oh, see the fruit

of prayer! Set rne up, and give me something to eat : I

am cured, but not by the art of doctors
; only free grace and

fervent prayers have prevailed with God for me. They then

gave her some food, which she ate. Her husband sent for

her doctors; but she bade them not provide any more phy
sic for her, saying that she would take none

;
for she would

not dishonor God nor wrong prayer so much (by which she

was now cured) as to take any more physic : nor would she

by any means be persuaded to it; &quot;the prayer of faith shall

save the sick.&quot;

Whilst Mr. Winter was in Dublin, Mrs. Winter s sister s

husband being upon business in London, he fell very danger,
ously sick, and his physicians after a time gave him up.
Another of Mrs. Winter s sisters wrote her word of it, adding
that she believed that before that letter could come to hand
he would be dead and buried. As soon as they received it,

his wife desired that that afternoon might be set apart to seek
God in her husband s behalf; and accordingly, some ministers

and Christians were invited to meet together for that end.

When the time was come, Mrs. Winter requested her bus-

ban 1 to come away, for that the company were met together :

he bade her go before ; for he must endeavor to know of the
Lord whether he was yet living or not

;
for (said he) do you

think that I will pray for a dead man ? When some of the

ministers had prayed, Dr. Winter came in. They prayed
with submission, that if he were yet in the land of the living,
the Lord would be pleased to be his physician, and to direct

and bless all good means to him for the recovery of his health.

But in the close of the day, when Dr. Winter came to pray,
he showed much confidence that he was yet alive, to the

amazement of all that heard him ; and when he had con
cluded and was risen from his knees, he went to his sister-in-

law, and took her by the hand, saying, Be of good com-

fort, for your husband is alive and shall recover, and you
shall see him again with joy. She said, Ah ! brother, I fear

he is dead : do you think he is alive ? I know (said he) that

he is alive, and repeated over his former words again ; and

accordingly, in their next letters, they heard of his recovery.
* All things are possible to him that believeth.

&quot;

The last time that the soldiers pulled the Parliament in

pieces, Dr. Winter and his friends in Dublin were in great
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fears of the confusions that were likely to follow ; whereupon
he kept weekly fasts with his congregation for a great while

together; and one time, as he was praying in imitation of

Abraham s praying for Sodom, he used like expressions :

Lord, wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

Peradventure there be fifty thousand righteous within these

three kingdoms ; wilt thou also destroy and not spare these

nations for fifty thousand righteous that are therein 1 And
when he came to the last number of ten thousand, as he

kneeled against n post in the room, he saw a great shining

light about him, and heard perfectly a voice saying, The
nations shall be spared for ten thousand righteous persons
sake. Upon this gracious answer, he turned his prayer into

praises and thanksgivings unto God for this speedy return to

his earnest request, insomuch that all the company could not

but take notice of it, though none of them heard the voice but

himself only. Dr. Winter afterwards told his wife that a

voice might be spoken to one in a room where many were,

and yet none else might hear it. And when he lay upon
his death-bed, his wife asked him again about it; and he said

that he did as certainly and plainly hear it as he heard her

then speak. She asked if the voice were like unto hers ?

No, (said he) it was another manner of voice. Thus we
read, Acts xxii. 9: That the men which went with Saul to

Damascus, saw indeed the light, and were afraid, but heard

not the voice that spake to him. &quot;

Yours, kc., J. E.

LETTER III.

New York, April 26, 1839.

DEAR SIR,

How true it is that all men have their trials, and that

there is no place or situation secure from temptation on earth.

Hence, one is tried with poverty, another is unfortunate, a

third loses his family, and a fourth has perpetual affliction.

But there are some troubles which are quite out of our

power, either to cause or control, and some others which we
may cause or bring upon ourselves.

Earthquakes, as shocking and destructive as they are, yet

they are not in the power of man to cause them prevent or

escape them : and shipwrecks will sometimes happen, not

withstanding the skill and attention ofthe mariner. Fires are



LETTERS. 81

sometimes as destructive to property, distressing to families,

and equally fatal to some individuals; but these may be

brought into the city by carelessness or wicked men, whi e

others by their prudence prevent them. Lodged in the upper
most rooms in houses, people are sometimes unwarly sur

rounded with flames, and obliged so to hurry out at the win

dows as to break their bones, probably, or kill themselves

on the spot. Hence, it is on this and other accounts a grie
vous thing to think of, that there are so many fires in the

country. Alas ! what a number happened in the city in the

space of a few weeks before I left you, and the innumerable

multitude within a few years in the country. What millions

of dollars in property have been lost by these shocking disas

ters within these ten years last past.*
In addition to the number I witnessed before I left you, I

was surprised to hear of the more terrible one so soon after,

and that its calamitous effects among so many others, in

some measure fell on you also. It was said that fifty families

were distressed by this raging fire ! I should hope, however,
that you will bear all things with patience, and that finally

they will work for good to all.

But, permit me to ask, what can be the cause of all these

calamitous events ? Are they remediless ? Are any ofihem
occasioned purposely or carelessly ? Or are they the effects

of using stoves, burning wood, &c. ? I might estimate them
at five or ten times as many, according to the population, as

when \ was in London upwards oftwenty years ago. When
I was in Connecticut, there were some hints or city rules

printed, as I should suppose, by the corporation at ,

to caution people, in order to prevent such evils have these

or any other been printed, studied, and strinctly observed in

your city? If not, will no one take this worthy work of the

philanthropist into consideration, and see if these evils cannot
be prevented?

I am glad that you take an active part among the firemen,
and am ready to give you thanks for your services and dex

terity ;
but there were some things before I left which I could

neither admire nor understand. Sometimes there was a false

alarm given, and people would soon convey it through the

city. When such an alarm was given, many people perhaps
took a pleasure in hallooing like madmen, though it might be

* The tablet on Pearl Street House, in New York,* states that in the

conflagration on the 16th and 17th of December, 1835, six hundred and

fifty buildings containing merchandise, were consumed in one night.
Loss, twenty millions of dollars.
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as noisome to the afflicted as it was presumptuous and foolish

in themselves. On such an occasion, a person at the hoard

ing house observed that the men were out with their engine
in an instant of time. But if this was the fact, who could first

give rise to the alarm but themselves ? And if they are vain

enough to do this, is there no danger of their being foolish

enough to set the city on fire on purpose to quench it? A
little time previous to my leaving the city, there was a large

flag hoisted as a memorial to the merits of number nine, and
this w;s raised above the buildings, with the figure large

enough to attract the notice of nil passing by, though at a
considerable distance. At the engine house there was a
sort of printed board, or placard, exhibited with a boasting
e llogizing inscription in commendation of this number. But
if people make their boast on such^i serious occasion as this,

and a fire unfortunately breaks out which they cannot con

trol, as above mentioned, such an event should be remem
bered by them as a chastisement of their folly, and may justly
be recorded to their dishonor rather than their glory ! Fare
well. Let us henceforth pray thai \ve may be protected from
such evils, and that no plague may come near our dwellings.

Yours, affectionately, J. E.

LETTER IV.

MADAM, Did you say that religion does not consist inform,
thav is, in any outward act of duty ? If so. permit me to tell

you that I know it does not, exclusively ; and yetform, as

you call it, is so great a part of religion, that it cannot exist

without it. T&amp;gt; reject the form, therefore, is to reject and cast

offreligion. Does it not consist in fearing God and working
Righteousness, or in loving God and serving him ? And hag

not God instituted means for that purpose? If so, how will

you serve God without those meana, or work righteousness
without any form or outward appearance of it 1 The poor

leper who was cleansed, returned and with a loud voice gave

glory to God,and by so doing his faith and love were accepted,

established, and per ected. But was there no form in this?

Well, if acknowledgment was right and necessary in this

particular, it is so in every thing else. Our Lord says,
&quot; Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me before men, him

will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven
;
but

whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny be

fore nay Father which is in heaven.&quot; Matt. x. 32, 33. Now,
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\vlthout a form, a person cannot confess Christ in any seose .
.

whatever. Hence, I take it for granted that religion cannot

exist without a/orm, and that the form the outward signs,

ceremonies, &c., with the spirit that actuates them, when

united together, make up the whole compact of religion, and

that to take away any one part is to violate the whole.

But what you seemed to contend for was, that religion did

not consist, either in whole or in part, in wearing plain appa

rel, that a person might be as humble in fine clothing as in

a plain dress, and that it was an indifferent thing as to what

they wore, &c. But this is absolutely wrong; for if religion

consists in loving God and keeping his commandments if

the spirit
and customs of the world are in direct opposition

to the spirit and simplicity of the gospel if God has de

nounced against jewels, trinkets, finery, as the foppery of

idolaters, and recommended plain apparel by precept and ex

ample to his followers and if he has shown us the opposite

of what we should wear by calling it the harlot s attire, then

we cannot follow the fashions of the world and be Christians

any more than we can follow them in other works and be

such ! Religion does not consist in aform, did you say ?

What do you call going to church, using family devotion,

asking a blessing, and returning thanks, when taken in the

abstract, but a form 1 and yet they are so much of religion

that we cannot have one without the other. Some people
talk as if a person might keep religion to himself, without

making any apparent profession whatever, whereas this

would be to deny Christ and renounce it. But with regard
to dress, as you mentioned it, let us look at it and examine
it. God has not overlooked it, and should we pass over it ?

Hence, let me tell you, that so far as thinking it an indifferent

thing, I look upon it as important in its place as any thing
else. We say you honor God by repenting, believing, obey
ing his word, &c., but you dishonor him by impenitence, un

belief, disobedience, &c. Again, you honor God by the

fruits of your faith your seriousness, conversation, plain

apparel, &c., but you dishonor him by your lightness, your
vain discourse, and your unchristian-like dress. And do

you suppose these things wont be evidences either for or

against you as well as other words and actions? Hence, 1

conclude that religion, in part, consists in wearing plain ap

parel, contrary to your objection, and that the people who
abide not by this rule, so fer deviate from it or show their

deficiency in it : wherefore, let me wish you the whole spirit

of Christianity the purity of heart which loves plain, but
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hates vain things and a modest boldness which dares be

singular, and voluntarily steps forward to conform itself to its

great pattern in one thing as well as another
; and that you

may uniformly confess Christ in your person, your actions,
and your- general character.

Yours, respectfully,

J. E.

&quot; Thou hast my flesh, thy hallow d shrine,
Devoted solely to thy will :

Here let thy light for ever shine :

This house still let thy presence fill :

O Source of Life live, dwell, and move
In me, till all my life be love !

&quot; never in these veils of shame,

(Sad fruits of sin,) my glorying be !

Clothe with salvation, through thy name,
My soul, and let me put on thee.

Be living faith my costly dress,

And my best robe thy righteousness.

&quot; Send down thy likeness from above,
And let this my adorning be :

Clothe me with wisdom, patience, love,
**

With lowliness and purity :

Than gold and pearls more precious far,

And brighter than the morning star.

&quot;Lord, arm me with thy Spirit s might,
Since I am call d by thy great name,

In thee let all my thoughts unite,

Of all my works be thou the aim :

Thy love attend me all my days,
And my sole business be thy praise !&quot;
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